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anwariya Camps Not To Be
llowed Inside Central Ridge

Forest Dept Move A|med At Av0|d|ng Ecological Damage

Plyal Bhanacnarlee

l(ushagra.mxlt@tlmesgroup com

New Delhi: As the annual Kan-
war pilgrimage begins, Delhi
government’s forest depart-
menthas prohibited the kanwa-
riyas from camping inside the
Central Ridge. This is meant to
protect plantations and avoid
other probable ecological da-
mages possible due to camping.
According to officials, ho-
wever, a few camps are still be-
ing set up on patches in the
Ridgethatarenot under the fo-
rest department’s control. Of-
ficials said that while 50% of
the Central Ridge was under
the department’s control, the
remaining area was managed
by agencies like CPWD and
DDA. Camps have been set up
. inside Buddha Jayanti Park
and within some Ridge areas.
The officials claimed that this
wasin v101at10n of norms.

“This year, we have refused

permission for any camp to be |

set up on the forest depart-
ment’s land because this af-
fectstheecology Itisalsoin vio-
lation of the Forest Conserva-
tion Actand India Forest Act. It

will be very difficult tomonitor
any damage to the trees or eco-
logy onthereserved forest area
due to camping on a large sca-
le,” said a forest official.

The annual Kanwar yatra
was stalled by the Covid-19 out-

break for two years. Earlier, the
pilgrims used to camp even in
the forest areas of the Ridge.
“Campingactivities in theforest
area used to affect the local flora
and fauna. Also, a plantation dri-
veisgoingon in thearea and the
presenceof thecrowdat thissta-
ge may hit the greening efforts.
Sustaining the new saplings in
the ridge, which has a rocKy ter-
rain, is very difficult,” explained
another forest official.
Theofficialadded, “Conser-
vation becomes very difficult
with somany people present to-
gether and different activities
like cooking and all taking pla- =
ce. Hence, werequested the offi-
cials concerned not to allow
campingat the forest land.”
According to forest offici-
als, over 170 such camps are be-
ingset upacross the city for the
pilgrims. Of these, 16 camps ha-
ve come up in the Ridge area.
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identified in past 7 years

New Delhi: Delhi’s civic bodies and the special
task force (STF) under Delhi Development Autho-
rity have identified only 64,321 illegal and unaut-
horised constructions in the past seven years, ac-
cording to a reply submitted by the housing and
urban affairs ministry to the Rajya Sabha.

The ministry said while the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi (MCD) and New Delhi
Municipal Council (NDMC) have given data
from 2016 onwards, the STF started the detec-
tion of illegal and unauthorised constructions
from 2018 when it was set up.

According to the data, while MCD has iden-
tified 53,171 illegal constructions, NDMC has
detected only 240 such constructionssince2016.
The STF has identified 10,900 violations.

The ministry in a written reply to a
query said that so far nearly 30,000 illega]
and unauthorised constructions have been
sealed in the national capital. In the Delhi
Cantonment Board area, only five illegal const-
ructions havebeen demolished and 32 propert;-
essealed sofar. TN
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garbage:HCto

DDA onRidge

New Delhi: Directing the
Delhi  Development
Authority (DDA) to take
immediate measures to
stop garbage from being

thrown in the Ridge area

under its management,
the Delhi High Court has
said the DDA can install
cameras, including the
ones with night-vision
features, to monitor and
identify polluters and ini-
tiate against them for
harming the ecosystem
of the Central Ridge. The
suggestion from the court
came afterit was told that
garbage . was being
thrown there.
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