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Dump sites ‘time bombs’, NGT seeks cont trol

HEAPS AND VIOUNDS

Kushagra.Dixit@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Pullingup the Del-
hi government and MCD for
failing to dispose of the gar-
bage in the three landfills of
Delhi, the National Green Tri-
bunal said the dump sites are
like “time bombs” as they con-
stantly generate explosive gas-
es like methane which may es-
cape through vertical and lat-
eral ways posing constant
threat of explosion.

The NGT directed a slew
of restoration measures that
includes scientific disposal,
construction of boundary
wall, biofencing, plantation,
leachate treatment facility
etc. The tribunal also direct-
ed the government toset up a
control room within a month
to extend immediate help in
emergencies to the peopleliv-
ingnear the landfills.

It further pointed out that
the 152 acres under the land-
fills are worth over Rs 10,000
crore at applicable circle rate
and much more at market
value. “There isthusurgency
to retrieve the said public as-
set for beneficial public use,”
the NGTsaid.

NGT sought the penalty
amount of Rs 900 crore to be
submitted within one month,

Landfills in Delhi
> Ghazipur | 1.4 crore MT
approx total waste |
Spread over 70 acres
» Bhalswa | 80 lakh MT
| 36 acres

> Okhla | 55-60 lakh MT |
46 acres

DELN

» Over 150 acres under

the landfills estimated to be
over 10,000 crore

» Cost of restoration assessed
at X300 per MT of waste

» Develop dense forest in at

least one-third of the area,

waste'

waste management facilities

NGT directions

» 900 crore of environmental | ©n one-third and the remain-
compensation to be paid | ing oné-third for any other

by Delhi government | purpose, without affecting the
» Amount has to be used for | Uuse of the remaining area
restoration of landfills and _iiim. >A ing comm
management of waste 444G Al to be headed by Delhi

» Over 3 crore MT of LELRGLIS N chief secretary with
waste not disposed at -made to d“!J officials from LG office,
the three landfills VLR Mep, DDA, CPCB, district

magistrates, police, etc

‘ » Nominees of municipal corpo-
| rations of Ahmedabad and

| Indore could be special invitees
| » Submit interim progress

| report by January 15, 2023

| > Expansion of projects such

rlle photo

Similar penalty on other
states in September 2022

in%
Punjab [ 180 (in X crore)

West Bengal [ 500
Rajasthan [T 555
Telangana [[7]177

Maharashtra ;

Bandhwari,
Gurgaon E 100

as expanding waste-to-energy
plant without environment
clearance, but within norms

| » Current waste not to be

added to legacy waste

operated under the direc-
tionsof the Delhi chief secre-
tary The amount is based on
cost to restore the landfills at
approximately Rs 300 per

metric tonne. The govern-

ment said it is still studying
theorder.
- “Following the pattern

adopted in respect of other
states, wehold the NCT of Del-
hi liable to pay environmen-
tal compensation of Rs 900
crore having regard to the
guantity of undisposed
waste which is to the extent
of 3 crore MTs at three land-
fill sites. This amount has to

be used for restoration mea-
sures to recover the land
which is of ten times the val-
ue,” the order issed Wednes-
day said, adding that funds
can be raised from the gener-
ators of waste, violators, er-
ring officers, corporates and
if needed, from a part of the

land under the garbage.

Theorder came followinga
fresh matter taken up based on
TOI reports on landfills, in-
cluding one published on
April 22 that pointed out viola-
tions of Solid Waste Manage-
ment Rules, 2016, in handling
of legacy waste in Delhi.
“Steps taken so far do not meet
themandate of law and arenot
commensuratetothegrimfac-
tual emergency constantly
threatening safety and health
of citizens and the environ-
ment withnoaccountability of
officers entrusted the task,”
the NGT said.

Accordingtothetribunal,
about 80% of the legacy
waste — 220 lakh metric
tonne — remained unproc-
essed. It further pointed out
the gap of 5,996 MT per day in
processing and generation,
which accounts for an addi-
tional 66 lakh metric tonne in
last three years alone. “So far,
the work has been delegated
to lower-rank officers who
have not been adequately
able to handle the situation,”
the tribunal said.

“To compensate the affect-
ed citizens of the area, the au-
thorities are under obligation
to develop dense forest in at
least on one-third of the land
occupied by the dumpsite, af-

inaring-fenced account to be

MCD tells 3 hospitals to add dengue beds

Vibha.Sharma@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The Municipal Corporation
of Delhi(MCD)hasissued anadvisory to
three surveillance hospitals — Hindu
Rao, Kasturba and Swami Dayanand —
to increase the number of beds for deng-
ue and malaria patients if occupancy in
dedicated wards reaches 80%.

The move comes in the wake of a rise
in dengue cases and Delhi government’s
directive to reserve beds for such patients.

Officials said Hindu Rao hospital has
70 dedicated beds, Kasturba 75 and Swa-
mi Dayanand 25. So far this year, 300
dengue and suspected cases have been
reported from these hospitals.

“The arrangements for dedicated beds

were made much before cases star-
ted rising in late September. Of the
170 beds, eight are occupied in Kas-
turba, 36 occupied in Hindu Rao
and four occupied in Swami Daya-
nand,” said an official.

MCD’s hospital administra-
tion said it had arranged a 24x7
testinglab, fever clinics and blood
bank facilitiesat the three faciliti-
es. Ithasalso called an inter-sectoral me-
eting withrepresentatives of variousde-
partments to discuss the perennial issu-
es that require immediate attention to
check vector-borne diseases. These in-
clude inaccessible overhead tanks in
CPWD, DDA and other government colo-
nies that can lead to mosquito breeding,

violations at major construction
sites, timely disposal of solid
waste to avoid water collection
in plastic material and desilting
of water bodies/drains.

“Our teams found major vio-
lations at PWD and CPWD const-
ruction sites. It was also high-
lighted at the meeting that 4,700
overhead tanks in government
colonies are not accessible through sta-
irsand can’tbe cleaned,” said an official.

“All stakeholders had submitted ac-
tion plans in Delhi HC about measures
adopted to control vector-borne diseases.
We have advised department representa-
tivestoimplement these properly and take
our help, if required,” said an official.

ter the sites are cleared. One-
third can be utilised for set-
ting up Integrated Waste
Management Facilities or
other like infrastructure. The
remaining one-third can be
utilised for any other pur-
,pose, including raising of
funds consistent with envi- .
ronment concerns without af-
fecting the use of the two-
thirds, as earlier mentioned,”
thetribunal said. |
It further ordered that no
additional waste is dumped
at the site with legacy waste.
Post-collection, the waste
must be taken to facilities
like composing centres, C&D
waste centres, waste-to-ener-
gy units and cement facto-
ries, the NGT said. To min-
imisefoulsmell, it said multi-
ple rows of native trees,
which can grow fast with less
water, must be planted. “This
requires careful planning
and execution with the invol-
vement of senior-level offi-
cers instead of leaving the
task to junior officers as ap-
pears to be currently happen-
ing... Aclearaction planwith
defined course of action
needs to be drawn up after
brainstorming and studying
the remediation processes
adopted at other places,” the
ordersaid.
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