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“Delays leading to cost | BRIl

esgalations’: LG wants
‘infra projects expedited
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NEW DELHI: Licutenant gover-
nor Vinai Kumar Saxena on Fri-
| day directed officials of the
| Municipal Corporation of Delhi

(MCD),
Council

Development Authority (DDA)
to revicw work in the ongoing
projects and sought action taken
reports by September 30, offi-
cials in the LG office said.
According to officlals, in his
observadons shared with the
agencies, Saxens said that the
projecis being undertaken by the
agencies are invariably exceed-
ing project deadlines leading to

vided through multiple contract
systems resulting in delay and
often substandard quality of
work. “Tris advised to reduce the
number of enders and contriscts

v

New Delhi Municipal
(NDMC) and the Delhi

latien,

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Licutenant guvelrnor
VK Saxenn on Friday asked vivie
agencies to review‘lhe existing
work procedures for improseme nt
of quality, financial probity und ti-
mely completionof all projects.

The directions came after the
16 reviewed various ongoing
projects of Delhi Development
Authority, Municipal Corpora-
tion of Delhi and New Delhi Mu-
nicipal Couneil and found that
te projecis were "invarjably ex-
coeding the stipulsted comple-
uondalc".causingavoldahlecost
eccalation and inconvenience to
P;_-oplc, officialssald.
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projects. This will not only
reduce paper work and time
overruns but will also bring m
cconamy, hesides enabling bhet-
ter monitoring and securig

strengthen the urban infrastrise-
ture and increase revenue for
agencles remain marred with
Inordinate delays and costesca:
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Officials said the L.G has advi-
sed the agencies to float a single
tender for annual operation
and maintenance of similar pro-
jects, “This will nol enly reducs
paperwork and time overruns
but will alse enable better moni-
toring and secire guality out
put,™ said an official, adding that
the agencles have been directed
tosubmit the action faken report
by September 40,

“The LG hasasked allofficials
involved In planning, execution
and monitoring of civiland eng)
neering projects to adhere to laid
down rules and regulations and
facilltate Limely completion with
uncompromised quality and fi-

AN OFFICIAL SAYS

The LG has asked all
officials involved in
planning, execution and
monitoring of civil and
engineering projects to
adhere to taid down rules
and regulations

nancial probity, The ageneies ha.
ve also been asked to createa sni-
table delerrence mechanism
where the defaulters are 1dentifl-
ed, rosponsibilities are fixed and
action is taken in a time-bound
manner,” thenfficlal added.
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and repairs in various depart- Several large seale projects in
| ments 15 currently being pro-  the city which were expected to

eview process to finish projects on time: LG

Officials said that in some ca-
ses, administrative approvals
and technical sanctlons are app-
roved at much higher rates com-
pared with the tender accepted
rates restiting tn faulty budgeta-
ty allocation and blocking limi-
ted pubtie funds, which, otherwi-
se could have been utiliced for
olher projects.

“In public-private partners-
hip projects, agencies tend to
take a backseat and the entire
respensibilify lies on the execu-
ting agency. This is highly inapp-
ropriate, since the ultimate ow-

nership remains that of the de-
partment funding the project,”
the official said,
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Three-decade wait for woman for
DDA plot, HC says ‘unpardonable’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 12

THE “lackadaisical and abham:ntiy
unprofessional approach” of the Delhi
Development Authority (DDA)is “un-
pardonable”, the Delhi High Court has
said while rapping the planning au-
thonity for failing to hand over a plotin
Raohini to an octogenarian woman,
whohad applied for itin 1981 and got
an allotrment letter in 1991,
Upholding a single-bench deasion
directing the DDA to hand over a 60
sq. metres plot to the woman within
four weeks, the division bench of Chief
Justice Satish Chandra Sharma and
Justice Subramonium Prasad said that
the facts of the case only demonstrate
the harassment of “a poor lady™ at the
hands of DDA for reasons best known

L-Gdirects
agenciesto
ensure timely
construction

New Dethi: Toenhance ef-
ficiency, rationalise costs,
ensure financial probity

to the officers concerned,

“In view of the harassment
caused to the respondent by the DDA
forover 30 years and for wasting pre-
cious judicial time by filing the in-
stant frivolous appeal, this court is in-
clined to impose costs of Rs 50,000
on the DDA," said the court,

The woman, Shail Shukla, had reg-
istered for allotrent of a plot of land
under Rohini Residential Scheme MIG
(middle-income group) in 1981 and
after draw of lots in March 1991, she
was allotted a plot in Pocket-12 of
Sector 24, Rohini. A total of Rs 59,805
was sought from her and after adjust-
ment of the amount deposited for
registration and interest accrued
upon it, she paid the amount of Rs
51,310 inthree instalments by 1993.

Since the plot of land was not
handed over to her for almost adecade

> r U

and there was no response from the
DDA, out of frustration, in December
2005 sheasked the authority torefund
her the money. In August 2006, she
was asked to meet the Assistant
Director, LSB (Land Sales Branch),
Rohini and in December 2006, certain
documents were sought from her.

Shukla in July 2008 submitted her
affidavit about her being the original
applicant, the bank account details,
onginal demand-cum-allotment let-
ter, original copies of challans by
which the amount was deposited,
residence proof, specimen signatures
and photograph as well as the copies
of correspondence made by DDA,
With regard to Oniginal FDR, she said
it was submitted back in 1991.

The division bench said after that
despite the lapse of sixyears, the DDA

netther handed over the possessionof
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the plot nor did it refund the money.
According to the petition, the woman
withdresv her application for refund
in August 2011 and asked for posses~
sion of the allotted land. When DDA
dedined the request, she approached
the court. In June 2012, the court asked
the DDA to keep reserved a plot for her
in case she succeeds in the case,
Accordingly, a plotin Sectoe-1, Pocket-
B of Rohini was kept reserved for her,

The single bench of Justice Najmi
Wazini in an order passed in April
said, “Three decades have passed
since the petitioner was allotted the
flat and made all the payments. She
isnow in the eighth decade of her life
and would rather see the fruition of
her endeavours in this temporal
world. She has established her case
for handing over of the plot reserved
for her by DDA."

Fds

|mmmuw§m:m 13 30TE 2022

| andimprove quality in

civil{ construction and 1 TR Faaar, o et
other works, L-G VK
roject exeeation and e T o ¥ e R
; ! TR o W S 0 ol
mplencntton sn S, s 28 9 .
and MCD to ensure W 79 ST  SFE T A oA e R o
timely completion of ! B T G Al T 3 R il e 9 R dioRe W
work. Officials said that | T F R A o A i el & R ; T
recently. the L-G re- ey IS T B @ AR
viewed ongoing projects Fatfm A, oAy oo VR M'ﬂmknmmél A Ak
s not Galy recultey R o T T 1A 5 fow e 1 7 Teesenm A A S s v S e
in cost escalation but TR SH ﬂﬁ" o T ?'Wﬁmm“'m* &1 e e A s
also non-availability of TR A2 TR T IR O T 5 NV A ER A T W A g0 i
= A TR e

! TEAME | 2 ® AR E Bl

R P T F o ot R sk AR Rl demd o Rdd



DELHI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

LIBRARY
PRESS CLIPPING SERVICE

NAME OF NEWSPAPERS  #fies SIPIROT 7 et 13 2w, 2022 ATED——-ommmemmrmeT

T3

ma{ﬁﬁféaﬁ TR STH
qﬁmmﬁmﬁrlaﬁa
?ﬂﬁfwﬂaw;qm;{,
TN F widar G 30
mﬁtﬂu—'ﬁﬁm%laﬁﬁ
TR =) 9 guRr,
fad durrt @9 e et
T G W @ e
afmall F oy ww A
F @l 9 i )

MR S0 &R .

B B

= Rl el s o T R
e i (FEt g wse -

AN U TR A2
T 1991 ¥ 42 Hides ¥ faw
Uaiigd Row o & arg of amdt
) 39 O TEA L A T

o | T AR e e v
= Yaesuas T

@i fig A g o amw &
T Sty 2t i & @i
&Y [ 1 8] T S1EN @l
ghealn s aific & 3 Hiw
T v @ & 16 S T f
2 & U e & e e
ol 3] 2 54 we B T SIE A
T ETEd @ E | )

-

AT A HE9e [Geel
fammg witen, foeet AW
fm iR 7% faeedl A wifaal
ufeg & WS~ gREEE F
T 2 TR B | TGN @ T
B ittt fafead oa wm
G wlgy A T E | oy
ﬂmaﬁ‘ﬁ-'g;.%lsaf*mvﬁ'
F1 T & fF TEE e
F i Hued N WwEa

STI3 3 T 3R ferfiar Sarerl

30 S
! R @t Rt

F fou v ffag o8 =08
fifiradf e s o ween &
FH T M) T5 Fl widar
3N THE FH AERE w E
RO | Ut A T
g o gemiE A

& A T fasity 2R W
s, s # 20 o wmeE
qu Il F A S

r;ntrmns) o AW TR Br
Hidredl A 4R

fafy fawmi § g Al 7
T ATEE qUET F
M f wes oo W8

w@:{qzr?mﬂ

2 TG ET 2’{[’6“‘“ 2

f,ﬁ%mmmm

o

b | G

o A e, P

a?ﬂmﬁ"fﬂvnﬁlaznﬁﬁﬂ

3 A @ G el |
mﬁuﬁiﬂwmmalﬁvl.

e 7 T B O T

Miﬂlﬁaﬂ‘ﬂﬁ;ﬂﬁmhl l



DELHI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

NEW DELHI
SUNDAY
AUGUST 14, 2022

Study details uneven spread of city

LIBRARY

PRESS CLIPPING SERVICE

Sunday Hindustan Times

parks: 2.3k in south Delhi, 142in NE

The authors of the study
said rapid urbanisation,
especially on the margins
of the Capital, has led to
inequitable distribution
of the city's green patches

Jasjeev Gandhiok
jasjeev gandhiok @hindustantimes com

NEW DELHI: The Capital has
over 18,000 parks and gardens,
but most of them are concen-
trated in just five districts, a
new analysis has found, with
the fewest such spaces in the
congested north-east Delhi
region, throwing up concerns
over the inequitable spread of
green patches in the rapidly
expanding margins of the aity,

The analysis, by the Centre
for Youth Culture Law and
Environment (CYCLE), showed
that parks cover 8.1% of south-
cast Delhi's total area, with the
district topping the list in terms
of percentage covered, West
Delhi is second, with such spots
spread over 6.6% of the district
and East Delhi third with 6.3%.

South and New Delhi dis-
tricts have parks and gardens
on 6% of their area each.

A wide gulf the top
and bottom of the list, with
parks covering just 1.2% of
north-east Delhi. North and
south-west Delhi fare only mar-
ginally better, with 2.3%.

The NGO used data from the
Delhi Parks and Gardens Soci-
ety (DPGS) as well as Geospa-
tial Delhi Limited (GSDL) to
create a digital map of Delhl's
parks.

Paras Tyagi, president of
CYCLE India, said that though
Delhi is known for its greenery,
with over 23% percent of the
Capital's geographical area
under green cover, the distribu-
tion of this is fairly uneven.

“Access 10 parks is not easy
for everyone, particularly in the
outer parts of Delhi, where
unauthorised colonies and
urbanisation are adding more
concrete, but not enough parks
or greenery to go along with it,"
says Tyagi.

India’s National Forest Pol-
icy aims at bringing a mini-

mum of one-third of India’s
total geographical area under
green cover. The green cover
should be at least 66% of the
total area In hilly regions and
20% in the plains, the policy
says. Delhi exceeds that bench-
mark already.

To be sure, a large chunk of
Delhi’s overall comes from the
Ridge — the Capital's green
lungs.

“There is a need to revisit
urban spaces and try and find
solutions as concretisation has
increased at a large scale in
urban cities,” he says.

In absolute terms, South
Delhi has the most parks, with
such green patches spread over
2,373 acres of the 38,995 acre-
district. New Delhi district (the
Lutyens’ area) is a close second,
with'2,325 acres of parks.

To be sure, absolute num-
bers don't provide a necessarily
accurate picture of a region’s
green cover. For instance,
Shahdara has the second-low-
est number of parks in terms of
acreage (496 acres), but is also
Delhi’s smallest district by
some distance, spread over just
8,900 acres,

However, here too, North-
east Delhi is at the bottom of
the pile, with only 142 acres of
parks across the 11,141-acre dis-
trict.

Poor planning at play?
Tyagi said the divide is not
apparent just when districts
are compared with each other,
but also when they are ana-
lysed individually.

“Not a single district has a
uniform spread of this basic
facility,” he said.

Chandra Bhushan, CEO at
iForest says poor planning has
been key the factor behind such
poor distribution of green
patches all around the Capital.
+ "An area over 5% percent
under parks is still good, but
one needs the right mix of
parks, gardens, open spaces
and forested area too. Delhi has
a lot of forest cover as well, but
the problem has been the lack
of planning as Delhi has slowly
developed over the last dec-
ades. There is ample green
space in central and New Delhi

Packed areas

Parks and gardens
in Dalhi. These are,

bear brunt

mc\mh&mmmumm

as Lutyens’ was a planned area,
whereas with the city slowly
stretching out wide, more and
more unplanned development
took place. This has, unfortu-
nately, not given the same
importance to parks,” said
Bhushan.

He said that north-east Delhi
saw a lot of post-Partition set-
tlement and the focus was to
settle as many people as possi-
ble. However, no corrective
measures were taken after that,
he added.

“There is a need to revisit
urban spaces and try and find
solutions as concretisation has
increased at a large scale in
urban cities,” he says.

A resident of Budhela in
west Delhi, Tyagi too said com-
mercial functions on parks
were also gnawing away at an
already scarce utility,

‘Commercial projects
trump over greening'
Residents across Delhi said
urbanisation, even in tradition-
ally agricultural areas, was lim-
ited access to green spaces.

Jitender Yadav, from south-
west Delhi's Jhuljhuli village,
said basic public services such
as parks or playgrounds are
missing from both agricultural
and residential areas,

“In places where there is
farm land, there is still open
space, but what about areas
where there is rapid urbanisa-
tion, like Najafgarh? Villages
lost gram sabha land to the
DDA |Delhi Development
Authority] but there is no plan
to provide people of these villa-
ges utilities on these land par-
cels,” he said.

Haripal Dabas from
Kanjhawala village in north-
west Delhi says similar woes

are plaguing the area. “Since
1993, the village has been
undergoing the process of land
consolidation and gradually all
the gram sabha land came in
possession of the Delhi govern-
ment. This has neither been
transferred further to the DDA,
nor has been developed into
any park or a playing area for
the children. We wonder what
values will the next generation
grow up with and where will
they get to play,” he states.

Diwan Singh, an environ-
mentalist, who is also the con-
vener of the Mundka Kirari
Harit Abhiyaan, said there is
plenty of land to carve out
green spaces, particularly in
the margins of Delhi*

“In north. south-west and
west Delhi. land is being util-
ised to develop industries or
housing societies, but parks are
not being created in the same
ratio. The land avallable needs
to be developed into green spa-
ces too and this will provide
spaces for locals to play and
thrive in,” he says.

State govt working

to redevelop parks

The Delhi government has
been working on a 'Green Park,
Green Delhi’ initiative, which
alms to redevelop and maintain
existing parks in the Capital.
Already, over 16,000 parks have
been surveyed, out of which
6,345 parks were found to not
be maintained.

A state government official
said the DPGS had already been
providing financial assistance
to RWAs in the national capital
to maintain existing parks, as
well as carve out new ones.

“Upto ¥2.55 lakh per acre
can be given to each RWA to
redevelopment and mainte-
nance of parks and an addition
21 lakh per acre can be given to
them for development and
maintenance of new parks. In
addition, funds are also pro-
vided to install local STPs,” said
the official, stating more parks
can be created in areas where
there Is a requirement,

To avail this, the RWA how-

ever needs to approach the

DPGS and fill a form on the
website.
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‘We feel unemployment allowance is a good idea;
of course fiscal management has to happen’

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST &

CALLING DELHI govermument's so-
dalwelfare schemes “freebies™ in

dicates BJP will not be able to
match them Sys Jasmine Shah
vice-chairperson of the Delhi
Dialogue and Development
Commissionin Delhi government.
Excerpts from a conversabion:

You are behind lery Delhi
government initiatives such as
outcome budget, and mast
Inanutshedl what is the DDCs
mandate?
DOCwas set up in 2015 imeme
diately after the AAP governanent
first came to power, \We felt there
1s 2 need of a think tank that can
brudge the gap between govern-
| ment and stakeholders outside,
who can and must contribute 1o
the process of policy making....
Unless we are able to acress the
best of ideas from India from
around the world — be it fram ac-
ademaa be it from avil society, be
itfromendustries, be it from aties
like Newy York, Londan, Singapare
— how arewe going to sohve prob-
Jems ina sustainable manner?

How successful has the EV
policy beenso far?

The EV policy came exactly
(v yers Back in August ol 2020,
The year before that in 2019-20,
EVsconstituted 12 %of the newly
registersd vehicles in Delhi, We
saud we will take it to 25% in three
years... As of date vae are around
114 This is thrice as compared to
any other state, and even if you
look at large abes, nolarge aty has
crossed 5-6%. 1 think if there (s
oneaty inIndia thatcan aspire to
join the Clobal League interms of
sustainable transport, it is Delhi_
We are planning moves like mak-
ing itmandatory for feets totran-
sition a part of their vehidles to
EVs

Has there been pushback from
private players? What about
the charging infrastructure?
Foctunately; there hasntbeen
[pushback).. Jwould say though

that the way Delhi government
has approached it s you first pro-
wide a faclitating environment,
rather than banging mandates If
we had starred talking about that
n 2020, there would have beena
huge pushback because neither
the incentves mechamsmwasin
place, noewasthe charging infra-
structure

the primary target of the policy
and that's when the growth is....
EV transition can happen when
there is almast price panity of you
are approaching price parity.
Incentives cannot change the
market dynamics beyond a pomnt.
In four-wheelers, we have not
reached that point, .. And if you
put together the fact that the nm-
ning cost of EV is probably one-
[ifth of that of petrol o diese] ve-
hicle, you would be stuped today
o buy a petrol two-whesler, You
get fantastic models, and the up-
front cost is manginalhy high ifnoe
Jess because of the subsdies that
you get. You will recover every-
thing within the fiest few months
and run it for 10 years.

The OM has taken the BjP head
an over the ‘revdi’ or freeble
politics debate. Social welfare
has become a polarised toplc.
How do you weigh in on this?

W welcome the Lt that -
day as a nation, we are debating
social welfare models, | thmk for
long. we see the national debate
being occupied by all issues other
than how to improwve the condi-
tion of our people.. Probably the

setin motion by the PM

and then follovsed by BJF leaders
15 because it's not that seeing the
success of the AAP s developmient
mwdel or the welfare model,
wheze we do befeve in nvesting
maximum percentage of our
budget in education and health
and it'sanartickeof faithforus be-
cause thar's coretoideaafhowwe
see this country developing,

Itis a tragedy that when the
chief minister of Gujarat buys a
private 4, nobody calls that into

decided we will make bus rides

anim

Jasmine Shah at the Express Townhall, Arem Norh Pandey

free for women — and thereis a
reason behund that since when we
ko about che outcomes and we
know the gender gap that exists
inanation today and what motxl-
ity does for a host of outcomes
suchaseducation empkyment -
theimmediate reaction is that we
have given lreebies,,. Our ex-
pense an lree bus ndes is around
Rs 20D-250croce but it issmpact-
ing lakhs of women.. Knowing
the stans of unemployment, we
feel unemployment allowance is
agood idea. Of course fiscal man-
agement hasto
happen and
AAP s commut-
ted to doing
that.

What is Delhi
government’s
subsidy billas
of now?

The subsdy
bill foc elecrric-
iy isRs3,200 crore, around Rs 600
crore & water and around Rs 250
crore for buses. Then we have a
budgetary expendsture on health
anl educanion.Rs4,000 crore out
of abudget of Rs 75,000 arove. We
are talking about 5-6%.

We did a houschold survey
asking people which of these five
major benefits are you actually
benefiting from and what does it
mean in tenms of per month con-
tribution te your saving? The
number was Rs 2,500 per family
per month.,, For us, it (calling
these freetnes) s BIP admowiedg-
ing that they will not be able to
match far weelfare politics,

On the excise policy row, even
before allegations of

Booressl

TOWNHALL

cormuption were made against
govermment, private players
e begun pulling out of
contracts. What went wrong?
We have toacknowledge that
eenina plice like Delhd sale of il
Tt liquar was a huge business.
There was a mafia_. \Why does it
happen? First reason was that in
practcality, there was alvays par-
tal prohibetion in Delhi. Half of
Delhe — around 134 wards had ei-
ther no shaps ocone shop.. Duty
structures were also regressive be-
cause retail hoenoes were given al
MEAgre sums
of Rs B laki, but
the  govern-
ment would
then take ex-
cise duty on the
sale of liquor
and, therefore,
you woauld in-
dulge in sale af
non-duty pasd
liquor.  The
third thing was the governanent
— around 60% of the shops, and
the expenienae was not the best.
Brand pushing vas the name of
the game... The policy first and
focemost brought inequitable dis-
inbution of Bquar shaps.. Upfroat
annual fees were collected (from
pevate players) rather than cuty
ansales There is no incentive to
cheat.. Foety elght hours before
the policy was rolled out — the
policy was discussed and vetted
by the former -G — everything
wasin place, shops were about to
apen, but the foundation of the
policy was attacked. The L-G of-
five xting on suomeotu basis, saud
that in non-conforming areas of
Delhi, shops vall nat be allowed

without approval from DDA and
MCD... So we actually overnight
became more aggressive than
even the carlier regressive exclse
regime.. No private plaver likes to
exict in a situation where there is
aconstant threat of local authoo-
es.

You showcase your governance
moded in Dethi in education
and health, but Delhi is nota
full-Nedged state. Now, you
have gotashot in Punjab. It has
been 5months_ finances are
in disarray, Lwand order is
not in a great condition. You
have also not fulfilled a few

It s your assessment that
things haven't been off to a good
start. We believe the last few
monthshave actually Ll the per-
fect foundation foe what we hope
to achieve n Punjab., It & a state
in deep debl < Rs 3 lakh crore.
That has not happened over the
last 5+ 10 years; it has happenad
over decades We can't expect that
to beerased m3-5 montha Theis-
sue of drugs again has not hap-
pened avernighe. | think teday,
for the first time, If you ask the
people of Punjab_there s genuine
hopethar people do have fromthe
AAP, and that's because they
knaw that these people are not
typical politicians, they are ot
here o make empy promises,
Within the first menthof coming
o ponwer, we annoanced an ana-
corruption action line... On the
matterof drugs, injuly 2, 500 peo-
Ple were arrested.. Police for the
first time know there will be no
poliical mterference_. While we
have made promases, manifestos
are for 5 years, not three months.
We call these guarantees and

stan by everything we have said

AAP says BJP has police control
in Delhl, which they use to
show their power. You have
police under you in Punjab
and there have been instances
where the Punjab police have
come to question or arrest

in Inclia,the treatmenit can't be &
ferent depending on which party
you are from. We have seen all
kinds of corruption scams hap-
pening and BJP leaders being at
the centre afthem? Howe miany of
them have ED or CBIl paid a visit
to? . Kumar Vishwas said that the
O of Dethi is out todivide thes na-
tion. This is libel and mvites pros-
aquton Theacbanhastobeas per
the L af the land.

Why did Delhi government
introduce the option of opting
out of the power subsidy?
Marry BIP leaders said the sub-
sichy is not nevcled and it will de-
stroy the state, So we decided o
gve the ophion o those who are
agaInst the subsacy o opt oul. We
created thas option foe bus ndes
for wormen also. In eur country,
targeting mechamsms are very
difficult. [dentifysng who is pooe,
whais noetis tough and therefare
W e prosdes_ I your consoence
doesnoL parmet you totake asub-
sidy, den’t take L This ophion
shoudd have been there earher.

behind introducing it?
Post-pandermic, the poority of
the OV was unemployment and
the distress created because un-
employment is the sngle largest
issuc faang the natica today. Iv's
the same in Delhe We have seen
a large number of livehihoods go
out because of Covid,., Wee asled
ourselves, where are the next 1
millioe- 2 millson jobs of Delhi go-
ing to come from... Out of all
these comersatons 5 where the
plan for the Rozgaar budget, .
There are aroenxd 13- 14inibiatives.
Eachhas been mapped out asper
its potenbal toareate jobs ina fve-
year honzon One of the highlights
is the reveval of markets. ., Delhi
will also have a shopping festival
of ascale that has not been seen
in the country before_ We are
talking to some new economiies
of Delhi like cloud kitehens and
food trudks... You will see a very
forward-looking, progressive
chaud katchen mdustry, We want
Delhi to be a hub lor the entire
NCR
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Hindustan Times

} Saxena to rename parks

after freedom fighters

 Saxena will on Monday dedicate 16 |

DDA district parks to unsung |

heroes of Indla’s freedom struggle
on August 15, as part of the ‘Azadi
ka Amrit Mahotsav’ celebrations.
Anevent has been organised at
Jasola district park that will be
attended by all seven Delhi MPs.
The park will be renamed after
freedom fighter Lala Hardayal.
Similarly, parks will be renamed
after frecdom fighters Asaf Ali,
Awadh Behari, Master Amir
Chand, Colonel Gurbaksh Singh

Dhillon, and General Shah Nawaz |

Khanamong others,

Apart from Jasoka, the DDA has |
identified parks in Grester Kailash,

Vasant Kunj, Pitampura, Janak-
puri, Vikaspuri, Rohini, Mayapuri,
Narela and Dwarka. HTC |
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Freedom From Long Wait: 700 Flats In
Kathputli Colony To Be Handed Over

14 Years On, A Fourth Of 2,800 Flats Are Ready For September Possession

Sidhartha. Roy@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Fourteen vears
after Delhi Development Aut-
hority’s (DDA) first in situ
slum redevelopment project
at Kathputli Colony was an-
nounced, the wait for its resi
dents to receive their promi-
sed one-hedroom flats in mul-
tistorey apartments is likely
tocome toanend next month.

Apartment blocks at the
complex are now ready and
the first batch of more than
700 flats out of the total 2,800
is going to be handed over in
September. According to so-
urces, thefirst few flats might
be handed over to the resi-
dents by Prime Minister Na-

| rendra Modinextmonth. The
rest of the flats are expected

! tobehanded over by July next
vear, they said.

On Monday, the apartment
blocks were lit in tricolours
and the residents of the colony
also hoisted national flags from
the flats that are now ready.

Kathputli Colony is DDA's
first in situ slum rehabilita-
tion project for which tender
inquiry was floated in 2008
and work was awarded to Ra-
heja Developers in August 2008
under Public-Private Part-
nership model. As part of the
redevelopment project, 2,800
flats in 14-storey towers would
be given to slum dwellers
who were living in the area for
nearly 40 years. In lien of
constructing the EWS houses,
the developer would be entit-
led to build and dispose of go-
me freehold HIG flatsand com-
mercial built-up area equiva-
lent to 10% of EWS floor area
ratioon leasehold basis,

Monday evening saw the

' Kathputli Colony residents,
{ m’myof whom areartistes, put

STRINGS OF UPLIF'I‘MENT:

2,800 Flats [+]=)
being developed (B8
for slum dwellers ]

37 SOM
Approximate size of
each flat

1 Bedroom flats

with hall, kitchen, toilet,
bathroom and balcony
L1L
To be paid by slum dwellers
for each flat, apart from Rs
| 30,000 as mamtenance cost

52 Hectares area of the
redeveloped oolony

3&4 Hectares to be used
fo.r resldentlal devel_o_pm_qqt
14 Storey tall towers in
which the las are ocated

677

Slum clusters
in Delhi

490 Slum
clusters on
DDA

and central
government’s land

!

¥
k

376 Slum clusters
taken up first for
identification for in situ
slum rehabilitation in
PPP mode

10 sium clusters
where work is expected
to begin soon

up performances like folk dan-
o2, chorus singing, kathputli
dance, magic show, ete, at the
amphitheatre of the complex.
“I have sacrificed everyt-
hing for the last 13 years to
make this pnssible. It will
be a proud moment and mis-
sion of my life accomplished
tosee these slum dwellers get
their dream home,” said Na-

vin M Raheja, CMD, Raheja
Developers Ltd.

Raheja Developers said in
a statement that the multisto-
reyed apartments feamre all
modern facilities and infrast-
ructure like provision for RO
drinking water, 100% water re-
cycling and Wi-Fi with high-
speed data, On Monday, the re-
sidents received a first-hand

preview of the fats in which
they willmove in soon, itsaid.

Apart from the amphithe-
atre, the complex will also ha
ve an exhibition museum to
showcease the craft of Kath-
putli Colony residents who
are primarily artistes, inclu
ding puppeteers, magicians,
singers, etc. Apart from he
museum, a  multipurpose

’ﬂa‘.r Mayank Maihi

hall, health centre, children’s
play area, retail outlets, poli-
ve post, religioussite, areafor
marriage ceremonies, efc,
will also be there.

The project has heen beset
with setbacks and massive de-
lays in every step since its be-
ginning. The ongoing const-
ruction work even got affected
dueto the Covid-19 pandemie,
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- Saxena dedicates 16
DDA parks to unsung

heroes of freedom

Times News Networs

New Delhi: Lieutenant go-

~ vernor V K Saxena on Mon-

-

day dedicated 16 parks of Del-
hi Development Authority
(DDA) in the name of unsung
freedom fighters who fought
for thecountry’s Independen-
ce,asatributeto themas part
of Azadika Amrit Mahotsay.

“These are prestigious
parks of Delhi and are distri-
buted throughout the physi-
cal expanse of the national
capital. Large numbers of pe-
ople visit these parks every
day for fresh air and good he-
alth,” DDA stated.

“Dedicated 16 DDA Parks to
the memory of unsung/forgot-
ten herves of our freedom
struggle. These parks named
after greatsons &daughtersof
Mother Indiaarea small tribu-
te to their memory and an at-
tempt to etch their namesinan
otherwise lopsided historical
narrative,” the LG tweeted,

The facilities include nine
district parks, including the
one at Greater Kailash'I na-
med as Asaf All Park, one at
Sector-B, Vasant Kunj as Av-
adh Behari Park, and similarly
parks at Jasola as Lala Harday-
al Park, at Lok Vihar as Colo-
nel Gurbaksh Singh Dhillon
Park, at Sandesh Vihar as Ge-

neral Shahnawaz Khan Park,
at Vikaspuri as Gobind Behari
Lal Park, at Janakpuri as Saty-
avati Park, at Sector-29, Rohini
as Basanta Kumar Biswas

A small tribute. says the LG

Park, at Mayapuri Phase Il as
Dr Shushila Nayyar Park, and
at Sector-11, Dwarka as Swami
Shraddhanand Park.

Thegreenareas include the

ones at Sector C, Vasant Kunj
named as Master Amir Chand
Park,at Rohini's Sector l1asCo-
lonel Prem Sahgal Park, at Sec-
tor 29 as Bhai Balmukund Park
and Sector 28 as Hakim Ajmal
Khan Park. The two other faci-
lities include the park and play
area in Sector B4 Narela, na-
medas Brij Krishna Chandiwa-
la Bagh, and park number 27 at
Sector11, Dwarkaas Deenband-
huCF Andrevws Park.

Earlier in the day, Saxena
hoisted the national flag at
Raj Niwas and later at the
launch of a driving skill trai-
ning for women trainee cab
drivers, he administered Pri-
me Minister Narendra Mo-
di's five pledges for 2047 —
making a developed India, re-
moving any sign of servility,
pride in our rich heritage,
unity in upliftment of ourna-
tion & fulfilling our duties as
citizensof thiscountry

! agency is still to set a deadline for

Hindustan Times

700 slum revamp flats in

Kathputll ‘Colny finished

RishaChitlangla
risha chtanglace ive Lom

NEW DELHI: After anearly three-
year delay, the first batch of 700
| fats are ready at west Delhi's Kath-
puthi Colony, where in-situ slum
revampwack started in April 2018,
Officials of the Delhi Develop-
ment Authority (DDA) said they
are planning to allot flats by the
end of the year, but added that

the entire project.

A senior DDA official said,
“Construction work of three
blocks (700 flats) is complete. The
developer has applied for all the
clearances necessary. Work on bay-
ing the approach road has started
as well. We can start the allotment
process once all the permissions

! arein.

To be sure. 13 more blocks are
still to be built, each of which will
have roughly 2100 flats,

Kathputli Colony is the first
insitu slum  redevelopment
project in the city to be executed
ona Public-Private Partnership.

A model of the multi-storey
flats at Kathputli Colony.

Concefved in 2009, the project
has been marred by delays due to
multiple litigations, initial resist-
ance of residents to shift and
encroachment issues. Construc-
tion of homes under the plan
started only in April 2018, Nearty
2,800 homes are proposed to be
builtan the site,

According to senior DDA offi-
cials, the initial deadline to deliver
thefirst batch of flats was 2019,

“The project missad the initial
deadline, but the delay after that
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way due to the ban on the con-
struction activity during the pan-

demic as well as a legal matter,

wihich got resotved only last year,
We are in the process of finalising
the project deadline, because 13
more blocks have to be built.”

The project developer, Raheja
Developers, said the units are
equipped with facilities like RO
drinking water systems, recycling
system, WiFi and are ready to be
handed over,

The colony was home to gener-
atons of puppeteers, jugglers, folk
singers, musicians, drummers,
dancers and other wraditional per-
forming artists,

Residents of Katputhli Colony,
who are currently Iiving in a ran-
sit camp at Anand Parbat, said
they have requested DDA to allot
Nlats to members of a community
together, A senlor DDA official
said their request Is being consid-
ered, but warned that there may
be administrative hurdies. “Allot-
mentof fats is done through com-
puterised draw of lots. But their
request is under consideration.”
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L-G asks civil works

agencies to submit ATRs*

of projects by Sept 30

STAFF REPORTER & NFW DELH|

clhi Lieutenant-Governor

(1.-G) Vinai Kumar Saxena
has asked agencies involved in
civil works to submit an action-
taken report {ATR) of ongoing
projects in the c¢ity by
September 30, '

According to the official
statement released by the L-G%s
office, Saxenz also directed the
agencics to thoroughly review
the work procedures 1o
improve qualily, “maintain
financial probity and ensure
their timely completion,

The L-Gualso directed offi-
cials to create a suitable deter-
sence mechanism, wherein the
defaulters are identified,
responsipilities fixed and exem

slary action is taken in a time-

ound manner to set the tone
for efficient and smooth func-
tioning.

“Saxena has been review-
ing various ongoing projects of
the Delhi Development
Authority, the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi, and the
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New Delhi Municipal Council -

among others,” it read. e has
observed that the projects are
invariably exceeding the dead-
line resulting in cost escala.
tions, it sand,

"It is advised to reduce the
number of tenders and con-
tracts by floating a single ten
der for annual operation and
maintenance of various simi-
larly-placed projects.

This willawot only reduce
Eap«gwnrk anul time overruns

ut will also bring in economy,
besides enabling better moni-
toring and securing quality
output,” the statement said.

In the interest of efficien.
cy, this exercise should be

undertaken expeditiously and»

an ATR should be forwarded to
the L-G's office, it said.

The L-G also szid in many
projects, the original linancial
scope according to the admin-
istrative approval Invariably

gets exceeded due to “poor/

planning, delay In execution
and poor financial probity”
reselting in Major Financial

Accounting [rregularities | |
(MAFI) or even CVC enquiry. ’
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16 puarks in Delhi named after unsung heroes

STAFF REPORTER £2 NEW DELHI

elhi Lieutenant Governor

Vinai Kumar Saxena on
Monday dedicated to the peo-
ple 16 parks bearing the names
of several unsung heroes of the
freedom struggle on the 76th
Independence Day.

At an Azadi ka Amrit
Mahotsav event, Saxena
unveiled a plaque of ‘Lala
Hardayal Park’ at Jasola and
dedicated to the people the
remaining parks located acro

the city. ‘Lala Hardayal Park’
was earlier known as “District
Park, Jasola’, they said.

- DDA had sent a list of 16
parks to the Delhi Government
a few months ago for renaming
them after freedom fighters like
Lala Hardayal, Colonel
Gurbaksh Singh Dhillon,
General Shah Nawaz Khan,
Gobind Behari Lal, Colonel
Prem Sahgal and Basanta
Kumar Biswas among others.

District Park, R-Block,
Greater Kailash-1, has been
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L-G dedicates 16 DDA parks

renamed as “Asaf Ali Park”;
District Park, Sector-B, Vasant
Kunj, as “Avadh Behari Park”;
Park at Sector-C, Vasant Kunj
as “Master Amir Chand Park™;
District Park, Lok Vihar,
Pitampura, as “Colonel
Gurbaksh Singh Dhillon Park™;
District Park, Sandesh Vihar,
Pitampura as “General Shah
Nawaz Khan Park”; District
Park, Vikas Puri, as “Gobind
Behari Lal Park”; District Park,
Janakpuri, as “Satya Vati Park”.

Rohini, as “Colonel Prem
Sahgal Park”; District Park,
Part-1, Sector-29, Rohini, as
“Basanta Kumar Biswas Park’,
Green area, Sector-29, Rohini,
as Bhai Balmukund Park™;
District Park, Mayapuri, Phase
11, as “Dr Shushila Nayyar
Park”; Green area, Sector 28,
Part I, Rohini, as “Hakim Ajmal
Khan Park”; Park and Play
Area, Sector B-4 Narela, as “Brij
Krishna 'Chandiwala Bagh™
District’ Park, Sector-11,

Park and Nursery, Sector 11,

to forgotten freedom fighters

It aims to make future generations ‘more aware’ about them

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI
Lieutenant-Governor VK.
Saxena dedicated 16 Delhi
Development Authority
(DDA) parks to as many un-
sung and forgotten heroes
of the Indian freedom strug-
gle on the occasion of Inde-
pendence Day here on
Monday.

The idea behind renam-
ing the parks, located across
the city and frequented by
citizens on a daily basis, was
to make the current and
coming generations “more
aware” of the contribution
of the great people who sa-
crificed their lives for the
freedom struggle, Raj Niwas
stated. .

Some of the renamed
parks included the District
Park located at R-Block,
Greater Kailash-I, which has
been named Asaf Ali Park;
the District Park, Sector-B,
Vasant Kunj, which will now
be known as Avadh Behari
Park; the local park at Sec-
tor-C, Vasant Kunj, now

P named Master Amir Chand
- Park; and the District Park
at Jasola, which will now be

-
Delhi L-G V.K. Saxena.

known as Lala Har Dayal

Park, among others.

“This step, apart from be-

ing a gesture of small tri-
bute, is also an effort to etch
their names in an otherwise
lopsided historical narra-
tive,” the L-G said at the

event which had north-east

Delhi BJP MP Manoj Tiwari,
south Delhi BJP MP Ramesh
Biddhuri, east Delhi BJP MP
Gautam Gambhir, and Rohi-
ni BJP MLA Vijender Gupta,
in attendance.

Women cab drivers

Mr. Saxena also launched
driving skill training for 50
women cab drivers at the In-

o+
-
e |

stitute of Driving and Traffic
Research (IDTR) at Sarai
Kale Khan in a move aimed
at increasing the ratio of wo-
men drivers in Delhi’s tran-
sport sector. It will also help
in ensuring the safety of wo-
men passengers in the Capi-
tal.

The L-G also flagged off a
fleet of 40 electric cabs with
women drivers behind the
wheels.

The L-G administered
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s five pledges (Panch
Pran) for 2047 — making a
developed India, removing
any sign of servility, pride in
our rich heritage, unity in
uplifting the nation and ful-
filling duties as citizens.

“The driving training pro-
gramme for women drivers
will open up new employ-
ment avenues for women
and make them self-reliant. I
am hopeful that the public
transport sector in Delhi will
have 50% of women drivers
in the coming years,” Mr.
Saxena said.

All women drivers are be-
ing provided free training by
the IDTR.

as

“Swami

Shraddhanand Park’; and Park
no 27, Sector 11, Dwarka, as
“Deenbandhu CF' Andrews
Park™

Saxena hoisted the nation-
al flag at Raj Niwas on Monday,
payinfg homage to the martyrs
and freedom fighters on the
76th Independence Dag. The
LG felicitated freedom fighter
Gobind Vashistha Narayan
Pandey, a resident of Burari,
who served in Azad Hind Fauj
founded by Subhash Chandra
Bose. -
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