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Land-use change of
park near S:

HC seeks DDA stand

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Delhi High Court on Monday
sought the stand of Delhi Development Aut-
hority (DDA)andothersonapublicinterest
litigation (PIL) challenging the proposed
amendment to the master plan 2021 to
change land use from an existing park near
All India Institute of Medical Sciences (Al-
IMS) to concrete structures.

The court asked DDA, the lieutenant go-
vernor and the Union environment mini-
stry torespond, posting the matter for a de-
tailed hearing in November.

The court asked DDA, the LG
and the Union environment
ministry to respond, posting the
matter for hearing in November

The petitioner, Society for Protection of
Culture, Heritage, Environment, Tradition
and Promotion of National Awareness, thro-
ugh Advocates Vikas Kakkar and Amit Du-

bey, called the park a respite for the patients’

relatives, residents, commuters, and people
whovisitthearea. “The trees’ canopy noton-
ly capturesdust particlesbutalsoactsasafil-
ter for noise pollution, cost-free natural air

conditioner, effective smog towers and, on '

topof it, maintains the ecological balance.”
Surrounding AIIMS, several redevelop-
mentcoloniesarecomingupand entire traffic
of all these colonies will lead tothe Ring Road,
which is clogged at any point of time during
theday, the petition stated. The area is busiest
in its traffic volume from Gurgaon to Noida
and Ghaziabad, and thus, continues to be the
most polluted area in Delhi, the plea stated. It
alleged that despite knowing about the pauci-
ty of green areas, agencies were continuously
allowing development of commercial proper-
ties and changingland use of parksdeveloped
inaccordance with %rlier master plans

Ramlila committees to
provide bank guarantee
of 35 lakh, clarifies DDA

Sidhartha.Roy@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Delhi Development Authority (DDA) on
Monday clarified that instead of Rs 10 lakh to be deposi-
ted as ‘refundable’ penalty for violation of a Delhi Pollu-
tion Control Committee (DPCC) circular, Ramlila com-
mittees and Durga Pujasamitis will have toprovidea ‘no-

~ minal’bank guarantee of Rs5lakh. The committees said

that they would protest the penalty charges.

In a statement on Monday, DDA said that in a circular
on December 13, 2019, DPCC had mandated the installa-
tion of Effluent Treatment Plant (ETP) while holding
any functions in open spaces such as Ramlila, Durga Pu-
ja, etc. involving cooking of food and disposal of liquid
waste, etc. A violation of this direction
canresult in a penalty of atleast Rs5lakh
per day, which can go up to Rs 50 lakh per
day, as per a February 4, 2021 order of the
National Green Tribunal.

The authority said that its open spaces
are available for ‘religious-recreational
functions’ with no charges, subject toare-
fundable security deposit ranging from
Rs 24 per sqm to Rs 60 sqm and there is no
enhancement of booking charges.

DDA said that violation of the DPCC direction willre-
sultin a penalty of Rs5lakh, which hastobedeposited in
the form of a bank guarantee at the time of booking and
will be refunded along with the security deposit.

“The aforesaid clarifications dated July 25, 2022 are
temporary in nature and are on account of DPCC order,”
DDA said in the statement.

Arjun Kumar, president of Shri Ramlila Mahasangh,
said that Ramlila committees have decided not to deposit
any amount and would decide the next course of action,
which could include protests, in ameeting on Sunday. :

“Itis not possiblefor any Pujasamititoprovidebank gu-
arantee of Rs51akh,” said Mrinal Kanti Biswas of the Pur-
banchal Bangiyo Samiti, an umbrella organisation of puja
samitis in east Delhi. Biswas said that even if food stallsare
not allowed, cooking the bhogoffered to the Goddess is part
of thereligious rituals and has to be followed.

VIOLATION

DDA facmg cash deficit of 29 ,600cr, RS told

Dipak.Dash@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The Delhi Deve-
lopment Authority (DDA)
has a cash deficit of over Rs
9,600 crore till March 2022
and mainly due to huge un-
sold inventory of flats, the
housing and urban affairs
ministry informed the Ra-
jva Sabha on Monday.

The revelation comes ba-
rely weeks after Delhi Lt Go-
vernor V K Saxena tweeted
that while the DDA is owner
of one of costliest and lar-

gest chunk of real estate in
the world, “mismanage-
ment” hasled toitsliabilities
exceeding Rs10,000 crore.

In a written response to a
questionfrom AAPlawmaker
Narain Dass Gupta, the hou-
sing and urban affairs mini-
stry said, “The DDA has a
cashdeficitof Rs9,615croreas
on March 31, 2022 which has
been financed through borro-
wings from Nazul account.
The deficit started from the
Financial Year 2016-17 and it is

mainly due to unsold housing

inventory worth approxima-
tely Rs 18,000 crore.”
Responding to a question
on the reasons for flats remai-
ning unsoeld, the ministry ci-
ted several factors, including
location of the flats in remote
areas mainly in Narela and
costof flats beingon higher si-
de. It said that Metro rail con-
nectivity is not available in
the area and the size of the
flats are small. DDA has un-
dertaken remedial measures
like improvement of trans-
portinfrastructure, itadded.
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‘DDA has unsold houses worth 28k cr’

Risha Chitlangia
rishi.chitlangia@htllve.com

NEW DELHI: Unsold housing
inventory worth some 18,000
crore is primarily responsible for
a cash deficit of ¥9,615 crore at
the Delhi Development Author-
ity, the state-owned builder of
affordable homes in the national
capital, junior housing and
urban affairs minister Kaushal
Kishore told the Rajya Sabha on
Monday.

“Delhi Development Author-
ity has a cash deficit of 2 9,615
crore as on 31.03.2022 which has
been financed through borrow-
ings from Nazul Account. The
deficit started from the Financial
Year 2016-17 and it is mainly due

o SR T Re, 2 s, 2022

to unsold housing inventory
worth ¥ 18,000 crore approxi-
mately,” Kishore said in a writ-
ten response to a question by
Aam Aadmi Party member Nar-
ain Dass Gupta.

The housing stock is lying
unsold since 2014 as the small
flats located mainly in Narela in
north Delhi are deemed to be too
costly and lack Metro connectiv-
ity, he said.

The DDA has taken various
measures to sell these flats, Kis-
hore said.

“In order to improve saleabil-
ity of these flats, DDA has under-
taken various remedial meas-
ures including improvement of
transport infrastructure, con-
struction of Urban Extension

Road -1I (UER-II), permitting
amalgamation of flats, allotment
on first come first serve basis
and some concession to the pur-
chasers,” he said.

Last month, Delhi lieutenant
governor VK Saxena sought sug-
gestions from the public to make
the DDA “viable", arguing that
the landowning agency has lia-
bilities of over 10,000 crore due
to “mismanagement”.

“While DDA are owners of
one of costliest & largest chunk
of real estate in the world, mis-
management has led to its liabil-
ities exceeding 10k Cr. Let's
resolve to make DDA viable.
Your suggestions & participation
will make it happen. #ForABet-
terDelhi,” Saxena tweeted last

month.

Saxena, who is also chairman
of the DDA, shared data in his
tweet, showing that the devel-
oper has accumulated loan lia-
bilities of 38,915 crore in the past
five years between 2016-17 and
2021-22. It had a cash deficit of
23,209.14 crore, the tweet said.

The DDA put on sale 56,932
flats since 2014, Kishore has said
in a written reply to a question in
the Rajya Sabha in December
last year.

“About 15,500 flats have been
returned/surrendered and have
remained unsold so far,” he had
said. “79% of total surrendered
(returned) flats are located in
newly developed Narela sub-
city.”
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