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Yamuna floodplain Bamboo Park

may flout NGT rules, says activist

HT Correspondent
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The convener of the
Yamuna Jiye Abhiyaan (YJA) on
Wednesday wrote to the Union jal
shakti ministry and the principal
committee of the National Green
Tribunal (NGT), flagging the latest
Delhi Development Authority
(DDA) project titled ‘Baansera’—a
10-hectare bamboo park inaugu-
rated by lieutenant governor VK
Saxena on Tuesday —as a possible
violation of past NGT judgements.
YJA convener Manoj Misra
said the site of the new theme park
is not too far from the site of an
event the Art of Living (AOL) held
in 2016, which led the NGT to fine
the body for damaging the

YAMUNA JIYE
ABHIYAAN
CONVENER MANOJ
MISRA WROTE TO
THE JAL SHAKTI
MINISTRY AND NGT
AGAINST THE PARK

floodplains.

“..the project spread over ini-
tially some 10 hectares of the
active Yamuna floodplains on its
western bank fills one with grave
forebodings of fanciful experi-
mentation without taking into
acoount the natural ecology anda
reiteration of previous acts
(abhorred by the NGT) on the part

of DDA to permit river-incompati-
ble activities, most notably the
AOL celebrations,” Mishra wrote.

His letter was addressed to Pan-
kaj Kumar, secretary at the Union
jal shakti ministry as well as the
chairperson of NGT's principal
committee (PC) on the Yamuna.

“Since the AOL misadventure
in the floodplains, which is not
very far from the proposed ‘Baan-
sera’ site, was challenged the NGT
based on its ecological inappropri-
ateness, the NGT censured the
DDA on its jurisdictional over-
reach. So, can now the DDA per-
mit another activity, not very dif-
ferent in its adverse impacts to
take place?”

DDA did not respond to HT's
queries regarding the letter.
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