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THE TIMES OF INDIA, NEW DELHI 
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NEW DELHI 

WEDNESDAY 
SEPTEMBER 21, 2022 

BJP CLAIMS WAQF 
ENCROACHED DDA 
LAND IN HAUZ KHAS 

BJP allegeS 
land grab in 
S Delhi park 

TIMES NEWS NETwORK 
NEW DELHl: Delhi Bharatiya Jan-
ata Party (BJP) president Adesh 
Gupta on Tuesday asked lieuten-
ant governor VK Saxena to probe 
the Waqf board's alleged 
encroachment of Delhi Develop 
ment Authority (DDA) land in 
Deer Park near Hauz Khas, which 
he claimed was taking place with 

the help of area MLA Somnath 
Bharti, who refuted the charge 
and said the BJP was attemptin8 to communalise people in order 
to seek votes. 

New Delhi: Delhi BJPon Tues-
day alleged that a piece of land 
worth crores of rupees, which 
is a part of Deer Park in south 
Delhi's Hauz Khas, has been 

encroached upon for exten 
ding a graveyard at the behest 
of the local MLA, Somnath 

Bharti, and the waqf board. 
Delhi BJP chief Adesh 

Gupta alleged that land worth 
Several crores near Deer Park wasS 
illegally occupied in connivance 

with Waqgf board. "Land for a 
graveyard in Malviya Nagar 
assembly constituency was allot-
ted to Waqf board in 1970. That 
Waqf board land was occupied by 
two individuals with Bhartis's help 
and buildings constructed there. 

Meanwhile, the Deer Park land isS 
being occupied by new graves," he 
added. 

Gupta said BJP workers will 
protest outside Bharti's residence 
on Wednesday regarding the issue. 
"We demand the LG conduct ann 

Gupta claimed that the two 

men who have allegedly en 
croached upon the land are 

close to the AAP MLA. BJP 
has urged lieutenant gover 
nor VK Saxena to order a tho-

rough probe. 
Bharti, however, claimed 

that there is no encroachment 
of the DDA land for the gravey-
ard. "A former BJP councilor 
has rather grabbed a piece of 
land near Hauz Khas village 
and built a hotel there. Though 
DDA has ordered the demoli-
tion, BJP has managed to save 
it till now. The land is most sui1 

table for a cremation ground. 
Since I want the encroached 
land reclaimed, BJP is targe 
ting me,"Bharti alleged. 
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investigation," he added. 
MLA Bharti called the allega-

tions baseless. "In order to get 
votes in MCD elections, they have 
started this communal Hindu-
Muslim issue. BJP does not work 
for the welfare of people but as 
soon as elections approach, they 

start raking up communal issues." 
Meanwhile, a senior DDA offi-

cial, requesting anonymity, said, 
"Some encroachment has been 
found in the green area near the 
Hauz Khas lake. An inspection is 
being carried out and appropriate 
action wil be taken s0on. HTCc 
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