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nstead of clearing garbage, MCD 

plans to set up 16 landfills: Sisodia 
Rajesh Mehta 

AAP MIAs Atishi, Durgesh 
Pathak and Dilip Pandey also held 
separate press conferences and al 
leged that MCD was setting up 16 
new landfill sites. AAP chief sp0 
kesperson and Greater Kailash 
MLA Saurabh Bharadwaj took a 
group of residents to the Okhla 
landfill site where police had bar-
ricaded the area and didn't allow 
anyone to enter the area. 

"The BJPcontrolled Delhi 

TIMES NEws NETWORK 

New Delhi: Deputy chief mi-
nister Manish Sisodia on 
Thursday claimed that Muni-
cipal Corporation of Delhi 
Was planning to set up 16 newv 
landfil sites to dump garbage 
collected from across the city 

Terming it a "dangerous 
plan", Sisodia said the move 
would put thelives of Delhiites 
in danger and severely affect 
their health. 

Instead of clearing the 
three mountains of garbage, the 
BJP-led MCD is now coming up 

with new landfill sites, which 
will add to the woes of residents. 

3HT 
3 

3HTE 

Police converted the mountain of 
trash into a fortress to stop pe0 
ple. We are bringing Delhiites to 
the landfill sites to see the reality 
We are showing everyone what a 
Colossal falure BJP has been in 

managingthe sanitationand gar-
bage situation," said Bharadwaj. 

Pandey alleged that people 
living near the Ghazipur land 
fill site were being diagnosed 
with skin and lung cancer. 
"Thegroundwater has arsenic 
in excessive amounts. A third 
party audit should be conduc 
ted in this matter" he added. 

Pathak alleged that MCD 
had so far spent Rs 1,200 crore in 
the name of reducing the three 
garbage mountains and was 
now asking various govern-

ment agencies, including DDA, 
DUSIB and Delhi Jal Board, to 
set upmore landfills. 

SISODIA SAYS 

If these landfill sites come up, similar mountainsof 
garbage will be visible all over Delhi. Other cities 
also generate huge amounts of garbage, but they 
have well-planned strategies to manage it 

This dangerous plan of BJP will 
put the life of Delhiites in danger 
and impact their health severely 

BJPwants to convert Delhiintoa 
garbage city" said Sisodia. He 
added, "If these landfill sites co 
me up according to BJP's plan, 
similar mountains of garbage MCDfailed terribly in mana 
will be visible all over Delhi" 

AAP has launched a month-
long campaign to expose BJPfor 
its failure to keep the city clean. 
Party functionaries on Wednes 
day invited people to Ghazipur 
landfill site to show them themo 
untain of garbage and took 
them to Okhla on Thursday 

Alleging that the BJP-led ver paid attention to clearing 
thelandfill sites," he added. 

Calling MCD's plan disast 
rous, Sisodia claimed the Kej-

ging the landfill sites, Sisodia 
said Delhi was not the only 
metropolitan city dealing riwal government had a "ro-
With the problem of waste. 

"Other metropolitans also ge-
nerate huge amounts of gar 

bage, but they have well-plan- MCD too. He has a complete 
ned strategies in place to ma- plan to eliminate the mounta-
nage it. The BJP-led MCD ne 

bust plan" to deal with the is-
sue. "People should give a 
chance to Arvind Kejriwal in 

ins of garbage," he said. 
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BJP-run MCD planning to create 
16 more landfills in Delhi: Dy. CM 
No such plans, instead corporation working to flatten existing landills, says BJP 

This plan of the BJP 
will put the lives of 
Delhiites in danger. 
The BJP, which is on 
its way out of the 
MCD, wants to 
convert Delhi into a 

STAFF REPORTER the Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment. This was for the pur-
pose of dumping waste since 
the Ghazipur landfill was al-
ready full," the senior MCD 
official said. 

3HTEAT NEW DELHI 

Deputy Chief Minister Man-
ish Sisodia on Thursday al-
leged that the Municipal Cor-
poration of Delhi (MCD) is 
planning to create 16 new 
landfills in the city. 

The BJP, in response, said 
AAP had stooped to a "new 
low" by "levelling a false alle-
gation" against the MCD. 

Mr. Sisodia said the BJP 
run MCD has given three nate the mountains of gar Healso said that the civic bo 
mountains of garbage to Del bage in Delhi. To make Delhi dy has instead been working The official said, "Even now 
hi and, instead of working to 
get rid of them, the corpora-
tion was now coming up 
with plans for new landill 
sites across the city. 

He added, "We also paid 
an advance of around 5 
lakh. But due to resistance 
from the locals in the area, 
the government refused to 
hand over the land to us." 

garbage city 
MANISH SISsoDIA 

Deputy Chief Minister 

Kejriwal has a plan to elimi tary landfill sites in the city. 

Exploring options 
clean and beautiful, people 
must give AAP a chance in 
the MCD as well," he added. 

towards flattening the three 
existing landfill sites at 
Bhalswa, 

nobody in Delhi and NCR 
wants to give land to MCD for 

and a landfill. But the corpora-
tion is still exploring its 
options." 

AAP leader Durgesh Path ak alleged that the MCD had 

Okhla, 
Responding to the allega- Ghazipur. 

tions, Delhi BJP spokesper-
son Praveen Shankar Kapoor 
said that there were no pro-

This plan of the BJP will put posals to set up new landfill 

A senior MCD official fa-
miliar with developments 
said the civic body has ex-
plored options of acquiring asked for land from DDA, 

Lives at risk' 

the lives of Delhites in dan- sites by the erstwhile BJP. land for landfill sites before DUSIB and Delhi Jal Board to ger. The BJP, which is on its 
way out of the MCD, wants to South and East. 
convert Delhi into a garbage 

city," Mr. Sisodia said. 

run corporations - North, the 
trifurcation. 

"Around 2008, when the will na be any area left in ci-MCD was yet to be trifurcat-
ed, we got some land from 

corporation's set up new landfills. 
"IHthe BJP succeeds, there He added that the recently 

unified MCD also has "no 
Chief Minister Arvind plan" of setting up new sani- ty wittout a landfill," Mr. Pathak alded. 
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Centre may allow compesatory 
afforestation in neighbouring 

states for land diverted in Delhi f, (Ya ud): *A4 

oUR CORRESPONDENT the National Green Tribunal land for compensatory affores 
tation considering the shortage. 

In March, the DDA wrote to 
(NGT), noted environmental-

NEW DELHI: The Union envi- ist Prof C R Babu said the tor-
ronment ministry may allow est clearance is subject to the the Union Environment Minis-
compensatory afforestation requirement of aftforestation try, requesting it to allow com-
(CA) for all developmental within 10 km from the place pensatory afforestation for all 
projects undertaken in Delhi where the trees were telled. 
in neighbouring states in view 
of the scarcity of land in the tion for forest land diverted in of the scarcity of land in the 
capital, sources have said. 

A source in the Environment itself. The authorities should 
Ministry said they have taken 
cognisance of the Delhi Devel- in institutional areas, schools the Handbook of Forest Con-
opment Authority's (DDA) let-
ter which said all green areas in he said. 

the city have saturated and there 
is a severe shortage of land to tist-in-charge at the Yamuna land, as the case may be, for 
raise compensatory afforesta- Biodiversity Park in north 

tion for the upcoming devel- Delhi, said if at all CA needs to state/Union territory in which 

boa 

ueHaeu 
projects undertaken in Delhi 
in neighbouring states in view Compensatory afforesta- 3Hfr(T) 

Delhi should be done in the city capital 
In its letter, the DDA cited 

utilise the small open spaces para 2.3 (v) of the chapter 2 of 

and colleges for this purpose servation Act which says: "In 
exceptional cases where non-

Faiyaz Khudsar, the scien- forest land/degraded forest 

CA is not available in the same 

be done outside Delhi, efforts the diversion of forest land is 
oroposed, land for CA can be 

opmental projects. 
This is a policy issue. We should be made to restore the 

have taken note of it. There is degraded land on the periphery identified in any other state/ 
indeed a shortage of land in ofthe capital using an ecological UT, preferably in a neighbour-
Delhi. We are going to take up approach which would also alle 
the matter in a meeting of the viate the impact of dust storms. 

Forest Appraisal Committee 

of the ministry. The request is it has denied several requests by the ministry may in general 

ikely to be accepted" the source by user agencies, including the be relaxed for Delhi and CA 

said. 
Citing a recent order of India and Railways, to provide ing states, the DDAs letter read. 

ing state/UT. 
"It is proposed that para 

A senior DDA official said 2.3(v) of the guidelines issued 

National Highway Authority of may be allowed in neighbour-
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Compensatory afforestation in other States likely 
Union Environment Ministry has taken cognisance of DDAs letter seeking permission, says official 

MUNEEF KHAN para 
graph 2.3) of chapter 2 of 

service-providing the Act, CA has to be raised 

agencies for CA, according on suitable non-forest land, 
which is equal to the area 
proposed for diversion, at 

Compensatory Afforesta- the cost to be paid by the us-

In 2021, the DDA had pro 
vided 119.76 hectares to va-

According to NEW DELHI 

The Union Environment Mi 
nistry is likely to allow com-
pensatory afforestation (CA) 
for development projects ex-

ecuted in the Capital in 
neighbouring States due to 
shortage of land in Delhi, ac 
cording to a senior Ministry 
official. 

The official said the Minis 

rious 

to data provided by the se 
nior DDA official. 

tion, according to the Hand 
book of Forest (Conserva 

er agency. 

Simultaneously, para 
tion) Act, 1980, has to be graph 2.3 (ii) states that in 
carried out for diversion of cases where non-forest land 

try has taken cognisance of Facing land shortage, the DDA has not been able to attendto 
the Delhi Development Auth requests from service agencies executing development 

ority's (DDA) request for the projects in the Capital. FiLE PHOTO 

same but refused to elabo-
rate further. The issue of 

forest land or deemed forest is available but to a lesser Ex 
tent, CA can be carried out 

while the purpose of CA is to on degraded land which is 
compensate for the loss of twice the extent of the forest 

area that is being diverted. 
The Ministry official had 

earlier said the DDA was 

land for non-forest purposes, 

"land by land" and loss of 
"trees by trees". On September 11, The Hin 

du had reported that the the Environment Ministry, 
In the March 30 letter to 

shortage in land for CA was 
flagged by the DDA in two let DDA continued to face land DDA'S vice-chairman Manish "Exclusive relaxation' 
ters to the Ministry in March shortage due to which it had 
this year and in May 2021. 

Senior DDA officials, who 
are familiar with the develop executing development pro 
ment, said they have not re-
ceived any communication recent request, according to land in neighbouring States only looking for an "exclu 
on the Ministry's likely move a senior DDA official, was for for projects implemented by.sive relaxation" by propos 
to allow CA in the neighbour. 
ing States. 

Gupta had sought relaxation 
in the guidelines issued un- the Environment Ministry 
der the Forest Conservation 

pushing for a relaxation to 
carry out CA on "double de-
graded forest land, which we 
will not allow". 

Earlier, the senior official in 
not been able to attend to re 
quests from service agencies had told The Hindu that the 

Act, 1980, for CA to be al-
lowed on degraded forest 

DDA was not facing any land 
shortage for CA and it was 

He had said that the urban 
body had over 5,000 hec 
tares on the Yamuna flood-
plains, which remains en-
croached upon and "the 
DDA was not acting on this". 

jects in the Capital. The most 

around 25 hectares for CA to the Centre and public sector 
the Indian Railways. 

ing CA on "double degraded 
forest land". undertakings. 


