.

}ﬁfj HJJ

NAWNIE Ol.—“:NEWSP}g;;'Eﬁs” ae

L

R EEEEERREE—=T

LLJJLLW
oLl szmr Gl

THE INDIAN. EXPRESS

" TUESDAY;APRIL7,2026

MLCL o

Affordable housing
-atheart of DDA’s
‘new TOD policy

R

Devansh Mittal
" NewDelhi, April 6

THE MINISTRY of Housing

i and Urban Affairs (MoHUA) on
"~ Tuesdaynotified thenew Tran-
* sit Oriented Development
- (TOD) policy for Delhi, which is
<+ expected to open up large
i swathes ofland near Metro cor-
" ridorsto high density develop-
»» ment.Akey objectiveof the pol-
+ icy, according to officials, is to
" makesmaller, more affordable
. housing units available in

Delhi.

The new policy makes it

. mandatory for developers of

« highrises within 500-metre

" radius of Metro or regional
" transit corridors, who want to
“ avail of the higher Floor Area
« Ratio (FAR), to construct af-

fordable housing, At least 65%

. ofthetotal permissible FAR will
' have to be used for residential
* units of less than 100 sq.m. of
« built-up area, including guest-
'+ houses or studio apartments,
" the policy says. '

TOD is an urban planning
paradigm that focuses on stra-

- tegically developing urban
. spaces by clustering residen-
., lial, businessand leisure spaces
. within walking distance of the

public transport hubs,
Under the new policy, de-

velopersare allowed abase FAR
' 0f 400. This means they can
. build on four times the plot
- area, and this can be increased
' to 500, or five times the plot
_area, by paying additional

charges. But to be eligible for
higher FAR, the policy man-

- dates that at least 65% of the
" total built-up area must be re-
““served for smaller residential
,'_'- units. Thisis expected toincen-

tivise developers to build
smaller, affordable units in the
Capital.

A minimum of10% must be
set aside for neighbourhood
commercial use and social
amenities, while the remaining
25% can be used for larger
homes, office spaces, or similar
uses. A draft of the policy was
released last November in the
publicdomain by the Delhi De-
velopment Authority (DDA) to
invite feedback. While DDA has
released different versions of
TOD policies in 2015, 2019 and
2021, and identified 12 clusters
or TOD nodes, different metro
and Regional Rapid Transit
System (RRTS) stations over a
decade, the construction work
Is yet to start at any of these lo-
cations, exceptone.

At DDA’s East Delhi Hub in
Karkardooma, the only node
where work started, the initial
phase is set to be completed in
the middle of this year.

The TOD policy is a part of
the Master Plan of Delhi-2021,
and the new version was in-
Itially expected to be a part of
the MPD-2041. However, asthe
Master Plan of Delhi-2041
awaits Centre’s nod, DDA has
been amending several pol-
icies, such as TOD and land
pooling, separately.

A key concern raised by ex-
perts and RWAs about the pol-
icy has been the potential for
haphazard development.

They had red-flagged the re-
moval of provisions for local
areaplanning (LAP)and ensur-
ing Infrastructure develop-
ment in line with the popula-
tion increase, which
were present in previous TOD
policies, -
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| New transit- ofientedinfra
- policy to create large-scale -
~ aftordable housing in city

-+ The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

e e e T g,

"+, In a move aimed at creat- '
. ing large-scale, planned af-
- fordable housing projects
" for lower- and middle-in-
come groups in Delhi, Un-
ion Minister for Housing
and Urban Affairs Manohar
Lal announced a new tran-
sit-oriented development
: (TOD) policy for Delhi on
" Tuesday, following its noti- .
fication by the Centre. Y :
" The policy opens up E="20 g g e NS
areas within 500 metres of ~ On track: Areas within 500 metres of metro li nes, RRTS corridors
metro lines, as well as near  and railway stations will be opened for development. FILE PHOTO
.- Regional Rapid Transit Sys-
. tem (RRTS) corridors and  colonies that were exclud- already in the works, he
- railway stations, for infras-  ed from the policy earlier, added. A housing project
-+, tructure development. has now been brought un-  in Karkardooma offering 2
+ -7 “Itwillreshape develop-  der the TOD framework. BHK flats is expected to be
“7i.-! ment along the city’s ex- “This is expected toun-  completed by December
- panding metro network, lock space for large-scale, this year, said Mr. Kumar.
**.. with a focus on affordable  planned affordable hous- Mr. Lal said the policy is
+ .+ housing and faster project  ing projects along both op- designed to align urban
- approvals,” said the Minis-  erational and upcoming  growth with transit-orient-
.- ter. He added that the Del- metro networks,” said ed infrastructure, improve
- hi Development Authority  Chief Minister Rekha Gup- accessibility and create
(DDA), the nodal body for * ta, who was present at the  more affordable houses
- TOD development, will media briefing with the especially for those rrou;
streamline project clea-  Union Minister. the middle- and lower-ip. N
rances along the metro N. Saravana Kumar, come groups.
and RRTS corridors DDA vice-chairman, said, As per the new policy,
through a single window, “The policy aims to pro- 65% of the permissib|é
A total of 207 sq km in  mote compact, high-densi-  built-up area in TOD zon
-~ Delhi has been identified  ty neighbourhoods around  must be used for hnusines
for TOD. Q! this,around 80  metro and regional transit ~ with unit sizes largﬂg’
sq km, including areas corridors, bringing hous- capped at around 100 g 4
. 1denuﬁed_ for land pooling,  ing, jobs and services clos- to keep them within re;:};::l
. low-density  residential erto public transport.” The remaining can be ygeq
. zones, and unauthorisecd Four TOD projects are  for commercial activitieg T
W
RN
4 2 ;‘N e
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"Rejuvenation of Yamuna in city
non-negotiable priority, says LG

AlokKNMishra@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Lieutenant governor (LG) Ta-
ranjit Singh Sandhu and chief minister Rek-
ha Gupta on Wednesday conducted a joint in-
spection of Vasudev Ghat and Yamuna Baza-
ar Ghat to review Yamuna rejuvenation and
riverfront development works.

Describing the rejuvenation of the Yamu-
na and related challenges such as air pollution,
water scarcity and floodingas “non-negotiable
priorities”, the LG said these issues must be
addressed in a mission mode, The CM said Del-
hi govt made amajor push for river cleaning by
allocating the largest share of its ‘Green Bud-
get' to Yamuna rejuvenation.

Gupta directed officials to strengthen ri-
verbank development, sanitation and in-
frastructure, with specialemphasis on flood-
plain restoration, greenways, wetland con-
servation and biodiversity enhancement.

During the inspection, the LG and CM sa-
id that while Vasudev Ghat — along with res-
tored sites such as Asita, Baansera and the
vamuna Biodiversity Park — emerged as an
eco-friendly and sustainable public space at-
tracting thousands of visitors, several other
ghatsremain underdeveloped.

Officials said the restored ghatsarebringing

{ Delhiresidentsclosertotheriverandfosteringa
gense of ownership towards the Yamuna'and®
can serveas models to be replicated elsewhere.

LG Sandhu instructed the Delhi Develop-

W

)
1.

o)

LG and CM reviewed hats

stretch— from Palla to Kalindi Kunj—ina ti-
me-bound manner with specific timelines.
He also directed all departments concerned,
including the Irrigation and Flood Control
Department (I&FCD), DelhiJ al Board (DJB),
Delhi Pollution Control Committee (DPCC)
and the Municipal Corporation of Delhi
(MCD), towork in seamless coordination.

The LG and CM reviewed the develop-
ment of ghats, green zones, walking trails
and biodiversity areas and assessed the de-
ployment of modern machinery for cleaning
operations. Progress of greenway develop-
ment, walking and cycling tracks, plantation
along riverbanks, wetland restoration and
conservation of natural water channels was
alsoreviewed,

Sandhu said the inspection followed exten-
sive public interactions over the past month.
Stressing citizen-centric governance, he said
the govt would collaborate with experts to
adoptglobalh&st_pmctloesformjuvenauns;he
floodplain inatime-bound manner

&

the development of g

ent Authority (DDA) to undertake rejuye-,
“ﬁlation of the entire Yamuna ﬂogdl:}aﬁ
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Learn Theatre And
Art Amid Greenery

Workshop To Start At Baansera From May 2

Delhi
Development
Authority to organise
‘RANGBAAG’
workshop in
collaboration with
National School of

VENUE: Baansera

ACTIVITIES: Communication e:erdses. movement-based sessions, ston‘leliny and hnrovisaﬂou

APPLICATION: SELECTION: Based on
Online via website (www.dda.govin)  application scrutiny
Agply between April Tand April 24 wWoRKSHOP DURATION:
(till 5pm) May 2 to June 14
SEATS: 30 participants . TIMINGS: 3pm to 7pm
(first come, first served) FEE STRUCTURE:
ELIGIBILITY: Age between Unreserved category:
12 and 16 years as on May 1 25,000 per participant
DOCUMENTS REQUIRED: SC/ST/OBC (NCL)/EWS:
Self-attested birth certificate 1,250 per pamclpant
Category certificates (SC/ST/OBC-

NCL/EWS/BPL), if applicable

Participants can enter upon showing their payment recemt on
the first day. To avail free entry, they must carry their ID wﬂs

MERIT LIST:

To be displayed on DIM

website on April 27

(by 5pm)

PAYMENT WINDOW:

April 27 (5pm) to

May 1 (5pm)

FINAL SHOWCASE:

June 14 (participants will
present their learning)

Vibha.Sharma
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Aiming to bring
theatre education into public
spaces and make it more ac-
cessible tochildren, Delhi De-
velopment Authority (DDA)
on Wednesday launched
‘Rangbaag’,a creativeand im-
mersive initiative in collabo-
ration with National School
of Drama (NSD), at Baansera,
The theatre workshop will
be held from May 2 to June 14,
between 3pm and Tpm, and
will bea paid programme, The
sessions will be conducted by
trained faculty from NSD.
DDA has invited applica-
tions for the first batch of 30
childrenaged12-16 years. Tho-
seinterested can apply betwe-
en April 7 and 24, till 5pm.
Applications will be accepted
on a ﬂrsl-come first-served

accept or reject gp

a
tion at their d.lscref!ol? DEKL
their decision being final and

binding. The merit list willbe
displayed on the DDA website
by 5pmon April27.

"The sessions will engage
young participants through a
range of theatre-based activi-
ties, including communica-
tion exercises, movement-ba-
sed activities,storytellingand
improvisation. The exercise
aims tosensitise them to their
surroundings. Children will
also get an opportunity to ho-
ne their skills under the gui-
danceof expertartists. If they
find the workshop interes-
ting, they can pursue a future
Inittoo," salda DDA official.

For the unreserved cate-
gory, the fee is Rs 5,000 per
participant and for SC/ST/
OBC/EWS, it s Rs 1,250,

“Participants will not be
required to pay the entry fee
at Baansera Park on the first
day upon showing their pay-
ment receipt. For subsequent
days, they mustcarry and pre-

“sent thelr ID cards, which'will #srin Feb this year, DDA signeda

beissuedonthefirstday, toav-
ail free entry. However, parti-

clpantsare required to attepd_..theinitiative during the Gre-

sesslons regularly Repeated

absence without prior- inti-
mation may result in the seat
beingoffered toanother parti-
cipant,” theofficial said.

He also advised that child-
ren and parents should come
prepared for the heat. “The
workshopwilltakeplaceinan
open park environment and
may involve light physical
and creative activities, While'
DDA and NSD will take all re-
asonable measures to ensure
a safe and supervised envi-
ronment, they shall not be re-
sponsible for any health lssu-
es arising due to heat-related
conditions,” theofficial said.

The programme will cul-
minate in a final performance
onJune 14, where participants
will showcase theirlearning,

The workshop was first
proposed in Oct 2025, when
NSD presented Nanha Sclen-
tist, which celebrated the cu-
riosity and imagination of
young minds. Subsequently,

memorandum of understan-
ding with NSD to implement

en Expo 2026 at Baansera.
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Yamuna floodplains
set to be rejuvenated

DDA to revamp riverbanks from Palla to Kalindi Kunj; biodiversity zones, :

walking trails to be created; revitalising the river a ‘non-negotiable: L-G

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he Yamuna flood-
T plains in Delhi,
from Palla to Kalin-

di Kunj, will be rejuvenated
through comprehensive ef-
forts, including the crea-
tion of green spaces, walk-
ing trails, and biodiversity
zones, Lieutenant-Gover-
nor Taranjit Singh Sandhu
said on Wednesday.

During an inspection of
ongoing redevelopment
works at Vasudev Ghat, ac-
companied by Chief Minis-
ter Rekha Gupta, Mr. Sand-
hu said the  Delhi
Development  Authority
(DDA) will carry out the re-
juvenation work on the en-
tire stretch, replicating its
efforts at Vasudev Ghat and
at Asita Biodiversity Park
and Baansera Park.

The L-G added that
curbing pollution in the Ya-
muna and rejuvenating it
are among the city’s “non-
negotiable priorities”,
along with tackling air pol-
lution, flooding, and water
shortage. These must be
addressed in “mission
mode”, he said.

‘Grand public assets’
Addressing mediapersons,
the Chief Minister said,
“Yamuna riverbanks will
be developed into perma-
nent and grand public as-
sets to prevent recurring
expenditure on creating
. temporary ghats.”
Officials at the site pre-
sented an overview of the
floodplain restoration pro-
jects and phased develop-

.\

7 5. .

CM Rekha Gupta and L-G Taranjit Singh Sandhu inspecting ongoing

¥ 3

works at Vasudev Ghat on Wednesday. SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

ment work from Wazira-
bad to Okhla.

Time-bound execution
Mr. Sandhu instructed the
DDA to undertake the re-
juvenation of the flood-
plains in a time-bound
manner with specific time-
lines and submit a presen-
tation outlining the plan.
During the inspection,
Mr. Sandhu and Ms. Gupta
also reviewed several anti-
pollution measures, - in-
cluding advanced machin-
ery deployed to clean the
Yamuna, and the progress
of greenway development,
walking and cycling tracks,
plantation along the river-
banks, wetland restora-
tion, and conservation of
natural water channels.
“These restored ghats,
which are bringing the pe-
ople of Delhi closer to the
river and fostering a sense
of ownership and belong-
ing towards the Yamuna,
can serve as models to be
replicated at other loca-

tions,” he said. To mitigate
pollution in the Yamuna,
the L-G said the govern-
ment must actively engage
with national and interna- |
tional experts to incorpo-
rate global best practices |
and innovative solutions.

Ms. Gupta said, “The
Delhi government has
been committed to the
cleanliness and rejuvena-
tion of the Yamuna since
day one and continues to
make sustained efforts in
this direction.”

Three-pronged strategy
The Chief Minister asked
officials to immediately re-
move encroachments from
floodplains to enhance the
river's water-holding ca-
pacity.

She also directed the im-
plementation of a three-
pronged strategy focused
on desilting, ensuring
smooth water flow, and
providing permanent solu-
tions for areas prone to wa-
terlogging. '
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