LJJJM J

s NAvE ormwsmancm- JHmhustan 'dhmes 5 [ A

DEVELOP DWARKA

AS CENTRE FOR
GLOBAL EVENTS: LG

THURSDAY .
ll. 02,2026

HT Correspondent

| htreporters@hindustantimes com

NEW DELHI: Lieutenant Gover-
nor Taranjit Singh Sandhu on
Wednﬁday conducted a review
r key infrastructure and urban
develo pment projects of the
Development Authority
(DDA) in Dwarka and asked offi-
cials to ensure the best global
civic infrastructure and services
across all DDA projects.
“Dwarka has the potential to

emerge as a premier destination !

for global engagements, A com-
| prehensive rnalimap must be
developed to position it as cen-
tre for international conventions
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‘Dwarka can emerge as global events

hub’: LG

New D:elhi: Lieutenant gover-
nor Teranjit Singh Sandhu
has djrected Delhi Develop-
ment Authority (DDA) to pro-
mote D varka sub-city as a vi-
bra=e Mub for international
events | business engagements
and ccaltural activities, citing
its “Arategic location and ex-
pandng infrastructure.
u reviewed several
pjects in Dwarka on Wednes-
uay, including storm water
channels No.2and 5, the golf co-
urse at Sector-24, the five-star
hotel project at Sector-23, Bha-
rat Vandana Park and the Yas-
hobhoeomi Convention Centre.
Highlighting Dwarka's con-
nectivity through UER-II, pro-
ximity to IGI Airport and facili-
ties such as Yashobhoomi, the
upcoming Bharat Vandana
Parkand the golf course, the LG
said the area had the potential
to emerge as a premier destina-
tion for global engagements.
‘A comprehensive road-

map must be developed to po-
sition these places as vibrant
centresfor international con-
ventions, exhibitions, cultu-
ral festivals and business
summits. We must actively
invite multinational compa-
nies, global institutions and
embassies to organise events
here,” Sandhu said.

During the review, DDA
officials highlighted storm
water channels No. 2and 5 as
key urban transformation
initiatives. The projects invol-
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LG Taranjit sfng

Sandhu at an eatery on Wedn
review major ongoing and upcoming DDA projects across Dwarka

ve converting critical draina-
ge infrastructure into green
recreational corridors with
cycling tracks, walkways,
public plazas, solar installa-
tions and community ameni-
ties, while also strengthening
sewage treatment and pollu-
tionabatement systems.

The LG also reviewed the fi-
vestar hotel project in Sec-
tor-23, being developed underan
annual licence fee model. The
selected bidder will develop, bu-
ild, finance, operate and trans-
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directs DDA to ready roadmap

fer the hotel, which will have a
minimum of 200lettable rooms.
At  Sector-26, Dwarka,
Sandhu inspected proposed si-
tesforanITand IT-enabled ser-
vices hub along UER-II (Part-
D), located near the upcoming
ICC metro station. He also as-
sessed the potential of the Yas-
hobhoomi Convention Centre
for hosting large-scale natio-
naland international events.
DDA officials said the LG
directed them to prepare a ho-
listic, time-bound roadmap to
leverage Dwarka’s strategic
location and infrastructure by
promotingitasahubforglobal
eventsand investments, and to
actively engage with corpora-
tions, embassiesand othersta-
keholders for conventions,
film festivals, exhibitions and
cultural programmes.
Sandhualso inspected the
golf course at Sector-24. De-
signed as a pay-and-play, in-
ternational-quality sporting
destination, the project aims
topromote sports cultureand
nurture young golfers.
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LG directs DDA to 1mpr0ve cmc mfrastructure, services

PIDNEER NEWS SERVICE
| New Delhi

Delhi Lt Governor Taranijit
Singh Sandhu on Wednesday
directed the Delhi
Development Authority
(DDA) to ensure the availabil-
ity and development of the
best global civic infrastruc-
ture and services in all areas
and projects under it.
Making this assertion after
_undertaking an extensive
review of major public
infrastructure and urban
development projects
executed by the Delhi
Development Authority
(DDA) in Dwarka, he also
reiterated his vision of devel-
opment-led governance.
sandhu said infrastructure
projects mustimprove every-
day life for residents through
better recreation, mobility,
green spaces, and public ser-
vices, while adding to the
physwal assets of the city.
The visit focused on the
vision to transform the sub-
city into a vibrant hub for
international events, busi-
ness, and cultural engage-
ment. Vice Chairman DDAN
saravana Kumar ancl ather

senior officers of DDA were
also present during the visit.

As part of the review, the
Lt Governor carried out key
site visits to Storm Water
Channels No. 2 & 5, the Golf
Course project at Sector-24,
and the 5 Star Hotel Project
— a Special Licence Fee
Project at Sector-23.

The focus of the visit was
Dwarka sub-city, one of
Delhi's most prominent
planned urban zones, which
has emerged as a bench-
mark for integrated infra-
structure, green mobility,
modern public amenities,
and quality urban living.

Highlighting Dwarka’s
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strategic advantages, Sandhu
said, "Dwarka has the poten-
tial to emerge as a premier
destination for global
engagements, given its excel-
lent connectivity through
UER-1I, proximity to 1GI
Airport, and world-class
infrastructure such as
Yashobhoomi, the upcoming
Bharat Vandana Park, and
the Golf Course.

A comprehensive
roadmap must be developed
to position these assets as
vibrant centres for interna-
tional conventions, exhibi-
tions, cultural festivals, and
business summits. We must
actively invite multinational
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‘ companies, global institu-

tions, and embassies to
organise events here, includ-
ing CEO roundtables and
high-level conferences, sup-
ported by robust digital and
social infrastructure suited
for modern corporate
ecosystems.”

During the visit, the Lt
Governor appreciated the
DDA's efforts in creating
world-class publicinfrastruc-
ture that directly enhances
ease of living for residents
while contributing to the
beautification and moderni-
sation of Delhi’s urban land-
scape.

He further directed offi-
cials to prepare a holisticand
time-bound roadmap for
leveraging Dwarka's strate-
gic location and infrastruc-
ture by promoting itasa hub
for multinational events and
investments and to actively
engage with global corpora-
tions, embassies, and stake-
holders for hosting conven-
tions, film festivals, exhibi-
tions, and cultural pro-
grammes.

Among the projects
reviewed, the Storm Water
Channels No. 2 and No. 5
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projectis a significanturban
transformation and rejuve-
nation initiative that has
converted critical drainage
infrastructure into green
recreational corridors with
cycling tracks, walkways,
public plazas, solar installa-
tions, and community
amenines.whllesnmultane-
ously strengthening sewage
treatment and pollution
abatement systems.

sandhu also reviewed the
5-star hotel project in Sector-
23 - a special project on an-
annual licence fee model in
which the selected bidder
will develop, build, finance,
operate and transfer a hotel
with a minimum of 200
lettable rooms.

Subsequently, at Sector-26,
Dwarka, he reviewed the’
proposed sites for the devel-
opment of an IT & ITES Hub
along UER-1I (Part-D), strate-
gically located near the
upcoming ICC Metro Station,

He also visited the
Yashobhoomi Convention
Centre and its surrounding
areas, assessing their poten-
tial for hosting large-scale
national and international
events,
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Plan To Put Rldge On Map Agam

INTACH To Geo-Tag And Classify Heritage Structures After Which DDA Will Carry Out Restorations

Vibha Sharma
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: In order to pre-
serve the city’s rich heritage,
Delhi Development Authnri-
ty (DDA) has signed a memo-
randum of understanding
(Moll) with Indian National
Trust for Art and Cultural
Heritage (INTACH) for un-
dertaking comprehensivedo-
cumentation of historic
structures and resources
across the Ridge.

INTACH will completethe
documentation within the
next three months, after
which DDA will carry out
restoration and other work,
officialssaid.

According to INTACH's
1299 listing, Delhi had over
1200 identified heritage
structures, including 318 un-
der DDA inthe Ridge.

Following a fresh listing
in 2021, it documented 1,700
heritage structures in the ci-
ty. The number of DDA-listed
structures in the Ridge rema-
ined thesame,

“However, several more
can be added to the list of
318, the Authority stated.
“By resources, wemean tang-
ible assets, such as water bo-
dies with historical relevan-
ce. There is an urgent need to
systematically locate, geo-
tag, conserve and restore

such heritageassets,and that
is why the Mol has been sig-
ned with INTACH,"” itadded.

The initiative will include
listing and classification, de-
velopment of heritage trails,
installation of signage, and
more, aimed at preserving
and promoting Delhi's rich
heritage, the officials said.

The scope of work will
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300+ SITES IBENTIFIED FRESH SURVEY UNDER WAY

Scale of heritage

structures
(INTACH, 2021)

Spread across nearly

Divided into four zomes:

over 318
heritage
structures/
resources
identified
within the
Ridge

zs  About Delhi Ridge
8;000 hectares

Central, South Central, Southem Ridge. &329
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Centra WHAT LIES
Ridge AHEAD

‘New Mol with INTACH

Fresh agreement to Identify more heritage sites
Timeline Work includes

© Archival and literature research

© Listing and classification of heritage
© Geo-tagging and installation of signages
Days  © pesigning heritage trails

Conservati

b restoration in later phases

Key managed areas

DDA maintains parts of
. the Ridge, including

Focus on prese,
removal of encroac

signage content and boards,
preparation of  graphic
heritage trail maps and deve-
lopment of electronic book-
lets, bibliographies and a
source compendium.

Spread over nearly 8,000
hectares, Delhi Ridge is divi-
ded into four zones — nart
hern, central, south central
and southern — and &
home to several historically
significant yet lesser-known
structures. DDA is responsib 4
le for managing and protec |
ting partsof the Ridge, acrit- |
cal ecological area often re B3
ferred to as Delhi's green
lungs. The authority has f
ced scrutiny from Supreme
Court in the past over illegd
tree-fellingand issues related
toits stewardship.

On Nov 11 last year, the
apex court directed the Cent:
re to issue a notification ur
der Section 3(3) of Envirer
ment Protection Act for the
establishment of Delhi Ridg®
Management Board, headed
b): the Delhi chief secretary
with the sole objective of pre
serving and restoring the
Ridge. Its members include
the DDA vice-chairman.

In March, the court et
pressed concerns over the
functioningof this board.

Asenior DDA official said
that the collaboration with
INTACH aims to ensure s¥5
tenL‘natlc conservation while

include “archival research
and documentation review"
and involve systematle loca-
tlon, analysis and interpreta-
tion of historical records and
documents to understand
past events assoclated with
the heritage structures.

5

This will be followed by
a secondary literature revi-
ew, which will invelve sum-
marising and synthesising
existing research,

Oncetheexercise iscomp-
leted, the action will move ta
thelr listing and classifica-

tion. Listing will involve sur-
voeys and dut‘ll]’ll(.‘lllillicl‘l. ac-
cording to INTACH guideli-
nes, while classification will
calegorise the structures in-
to Grade [, 1l and [ based
on thelr national, regional or
local significance,

‘The MoU will also cover
“graphic heritage trail deve.
lopment”, which involyeg
mapping cultural and histe.
rical sites into interactive
visualjourneys.

The final stage will in¢ly.

de design-related work like
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ing public engag®
ment with the city's nat
and cultural landscape.
“This will help create 3
comprehensive inventory of
heritage structures acros$
the Ridge and facilitate their
preservation through plan
ning and awareness initiati
ves,"” theofficial added.
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