Permanent homes

Devansh Mittal

New Delhi, March 10
IN A significant move to make
all slum dwellers in the na-
tional capital eligible for per-
manent housing, the Delhi gov-

Delhi Urban Development
Minister Ashish Sood has, sev-
eral times in the past year, said
that the government is working
on a new sium rehabilil
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CUT-OFF DATE LIKELY TO BE EXTENDED BY 10 YEARS

PM Narendra Modi, in his
first election rally, while Inau-
gurating L675 flats built for
slum rehabilitation in Ashok
Vihar, }

policy that will ensure that not
asingle slum in the city Is de-
Tiched wrirh

apucca mof over every citizen’s

ernment is pi L a key
revision in its new slum reha-
bilitation policy — to extend
the cut-off date in the current
policy by around 10 years from
January 1. 2015, to January 1,
2025, The Indian Express has
learnt.

residents modermn housing.
“Jaha fuggl, waha makaan (A
house to replace every slum)”
was one of the key poll prom-
Ises of the BJP In its campaign

Earlier in February, Union
Ministerof Housing and Urban
Affairs Manohar Lal had also
said that he and Union Home
Minister Amit Shah had been

polls
last February.

part of di slum re-
habilmunninl:heCapitalom

withina
on land owned by the Delhi  subsequentlyalso adopted by on the same land or
f » radiusof 5 km. However, notall
aha was government, where the nodal DDA for shums on central gov- s
J k Jhu,g;fr, Wﬂh.a m‘}"ktgar];JP 4 agency is the Delhi Urban  ernment lands. :Iu:;,sko:fpn;fsldgnquw
Tomise e Shelter Improvement Board ‘The rehabilitation process,  for thi

=Y POR{C 4 (DUSIR) which comes imie bervever, Basprogressedatan EUBIBILy recplces thar the

thepasmmemomha are set up on land owned by  the Urban Development De- mmdaﬂnﬂysl:l:hp:cmeﬂ:‘: flanu:‘nf 1,2006, and the spe-
50 lakh varlous central government partment, the past decade ¥ ific dwelling unit must have
P:op]e. or one- fuunh of the fes, such as y Slum I (gt profects - i Ashak lc',een resent before January I,
clry! Land and Devel Office  natlonal capital Is currently  Viharand Kaﬂw!;’“ﬁ%‘m bty ?Mmm dwellethastopay
theleadersofboththe BIPand  (L&DO) and Delhi Develop- governed by the Delhi govern- L o raningbeomea is 113
the AAP have previously —ment Authority (DDA), ment’s Delhi Slum and Jhuggi  — having rorl-  lakh to Rs 141 1akh to get a
underlined during varlous  Thenodal agency for reha-  Jhopri Rehabilitationand Re- _ The current policy p T (255qm.
events, bilitatlon of these slums i.oca:ion?olk? 015 n dationhasto  as well a5 Rs 30,000 as maln-
‘There are about 750 slums . HUFIREpr tenance cost for five years.

inDelhi, Ofthese,around half  The other halfarelocated  vious AAP government and  be provided o ashum dwellet

for all focus in new rehabilitation policy
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from FY19; revenue rises 153%

snehil Sinha
hil_slnha@hlndustantimes.mm

ing the same period, up 152.9%
from ¥4,130 crore recorded in
the earlier four years,

ers to view sample flats and |

select units before booking.
Officials said the DDA also

focused on clearing its backlog |-

LI &

3 i ibuted the growth
2 1hi Develop- Officials attributed Klog
NEth%:: tl h?;ft?e(lg DA) has to refon}::s mggdsg]ced to Sﬂ'e:{rll‘.lé :lfllc:mwingi tiJ]:ltli pmuﬁgls?s ?)J(cgov-
qner harp ri using  line the housing sale process ;
recordcd a8 ns\ilrl‘lirlllf; fo&g make schemes more buyer- ernment agerllcics gll:a grggig
e and_lgeg?iizn by higher friendly. “Several procedural entities also helped a
ar Pedr' nd a series of policy  changes were introduced to sim- bu_)l:;rs.] T
i imed at making its  plify the process, We allowed flat e . s
changes alh es moreaccessi-  selection and enabling amalga- DDA rever:;e mrded - surpmlus
housmgjfd 1:; to official data  mation of adjacent flats,”a DDA ot[ deﬂ:;t;ht c:_icrt; el
bis, & official said. of ove _ Y202324
e Tu?gzﬁ by the Among the key changes was ~ — its first sinc; zzmz:] :g s rglY
JSElEres l:ew that between  the removal of restrictions that  lowed by ﬂég / a:t;:r sl !
A 21?025-26 DDA sold . earlier prevented owners with ~ 2024-25and 32,083 ¢!
22T :lu.smr1 ing units _23409% homes of 67 square metres or  2025-26. o
29,909 ho mpared with the more from purchasing another Officials saI DB llzousin
ln%gf;-lei; :oldpm thepreceding DDA flat. The authority also . Iatﬁnchesagg (; ‘:'[e'?ease murg
o ced the lottery-based allot-  schem
from 2018-19t0  repla ry ore
] e ent system with a first-come,  inventory in the coming mon
222. Revenue from these ent sys a :
‘ ;ﬂzels, 2rgse to 310,446 crore dur- -served model, allowing buy- _ m_u summ the sales momcntum_
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: DDA to restore
. river floodplain

- - nearBaansera

Vibha.Sharma@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Delhi Development

', . Authority (DDA) has begun taking

overland currently used by the Pub-
lic Works Department (PWD) as a
. casting yard next to Baansera and
.- ' aims to have the entire site vacated
., withinthisyear. '
Theauthority planstorevamp the
area, opposite the Sarai Kale Khan
ISRHT, in line with the Yamuna flood-
-plain norms, restore its ecological
character, and develop it intoa sustai-
«~ + . nablepublicspace near theriver. The
-.. . brocessof levelling a portion of land
i+ .+ nexttotheRing Road is under way,
“PWD is vacating the site in por-
tions. Assoon astheland nexttoRing
Road was cleared, we started level-
« o ling the area,” an official said. PWD
' . didnotcommenton the matter,
The initiative forms part of DDA's
action plan to restore and develop a

. #."  163hectare stretch of the floodplain

.+ under the Kalindi Aviral Extension
. project. The stretch will cover the flo-
odplains from NH-9 to the Sundial ne-
ar Barapullah, officials said.
o “‘Spread alongthe western bank of
K the Yamuna, the project aims at ecolo-
| gical restoration, landscape enhance-
ment and improved public access to
the floodplain. The authority has ear-
marked Rs 283 crore for the project, |
. Whichisscheduled to be executed over
thenextsix months,” an officjal said.
~_Aspartof the plan, the authority
- will clean and clear the site, followed
', bylevellingand thelaying of fresh so.
" iltoprepare the ground for further do.
velopment. This wil] befollowed by cj.
vil, e]ectr@cal and horticulture work.
“The integrated approach is in-
tended notonly to i prove the visy,.
| gl:;:geal of thi: floodplain byt
. | create a sustainable "
theauthority sajqg, Public space,
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, Says

Delhi’s My Karmabhoomi

Will Work With All Stakeholders To Find Solutions: New LG

Vibha.Sharma

@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: As former diplo-
mat Taranjit Singh Sandhu
took the oath of office as Del-
hi’s new Lieutenant Gover-
nor onWednesday, union fi-
nance minister Nirmala Sit-
haraman and minister of ex-
ternal affairs § Jaishankar
satinthefirst row-acommon
alma mater linking them. All
three studied at the School of
International Studies at Ja-
waharlal Nehru University:.

US Ambassador to India
Sergio Gor, High Commissio-
nerof AustraliatoIndiaPhilip
Green, High Commissioner of
Bangladesh to India M Riaz
Hamidullah were alsopresent.

D K Upadhyaya, Chief
Justice of Delhi High Court,
administered the oath at Lok
Niwas, where chief minister
Rekha Gupta, members of
the Delhi govt cabinet, MLAs
and senior govt officials were
inattendance.

Sandhu (63), a 1988-batch
Indian Foreign Service (IFS)
officer and former Ambassa-
dorof Indiatothe United Sta-
tes, said he will work with all
stakeholders in Delhi to find
solutions to problems. “Delhf
hasalso beenmy karmabhoo-
mi (workplace). I studied he-
re,completing my collegeand
university,” headded.

“The elected govt and all
stakeholders have a responsi-
bility to work for the city’s de-
velopment. The Prime Mini-
sterhasavisionforIndia,and
Delhi is the capital. We are
aware of the challenges,

S e i, W e T

Photos: Rajesh Mehta
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Newly sworn-in lieutenant governor Taranjit Singh Sandhu with chief

L

minister Rekha Gupta (top) and Union ministers Nirmala Sitharaman
and $ Jaishankar during the function at Lok Niwas on Wednesday

- which will keep on increa-
sing. However, there are chal-
lengesinotherplacesandaro-
und the world as well. It is our
responsibility to turn chal-
lenges into opportunities.

Everyone, irrespectiveof par-

i |

ty affiliation, must work to-
gether to find solutions to va-
rious problems of Delhi. We
have to strengthen the hands
of the govt,” thenew LG said.
CM Gupta expressed con-
fidence that the pace of deve-

lopment in the city will conti-
nue under him. “I welcome
the LG... and believe that un-
der his leadership, develop-
ment work in the city will ac-
celerateand we will find solu-
tions to all issues. Delhi govt
will work according to your
direction and under your gui-
dance,” shesaid.

Sandhusucceeds VK Saxe-
na, whoservedas LG for nearly
four years. Sandhu’s appoint-
ment was announced by Presi-
dent Droupadi Murmu as part
of abroaderreshuffleof gover-
nors and LGs across several
statesand Union territories.

As chairman of Delhi De-
velopment Authority (DDA),
Sandhu will have the chal-
lenge of implementing the
Master Plan of Delhi 2041 af-
ter its notification by the mi-
nistry. The plan has been waj.
ting for approval from the
Centreforalongtime.

Sandhu had graduateq
with a BA degree from St Step-
hen’s College, Delhi, before
completing his MA in interna.
tionalrelations from Jawahar.
lal Nehru University (JNU).

In a diplomatic career
spanning more than three de.
cades, he held several key ag.
signments. He worked at the
permanent mission of India to
United Nations from 2005 tq
2009, at the Indian mission in
Washingfon DC multipletimeg
before serving as the ambassa.
dor to US from 2020 to 2024,

After retiring, Sandhy en-
tered electoral politics and
contested the 2024 Lok Sabha
elections from Amritsar ona
BJPticket, but lost.
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‘DDA kicks off process for

city’s largest sports facility

~ SnehilSinha

htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Delhi Develop-
ment Authority (DDA) has
started the process of con-
structing Delhi’s biggest inte-
grated multi-sport stadium
complex in Narela, which will
include an 80,000-seater
cricket stadium and other
Olympic and non-Olympic
sports, officials familiar with
the developments said. The
authority has invited bids and
is exploring private sector par-
ticipation for design, construc-
tion, operation and mainte-
nance, officials aware of the
matter said on Wednesday.

The planned stadium will be
spread across 75 acres in sec-
tors G3 and G4 of the Narela
subcity, and include a cricket
stadium with a seating capacity
of 80,000, which will exceed
the capacity of the Jawaharlal
Nehru Stadium by a third.

Officials said a consultant
would be selected through bid-
ding, for which the base price is

. set at 36 crore. The selected
consultant for project will then
pay %19.4 crore as upfront
licensing fee.

“The proposed integrated
sports complex in Narela is
being planned as a large multi-
disciplinary facility that can
host major sporting events,
concerts, events and also pro-
vide training and recreational
infrastructure,” an offical, who
did not wish to be named, said.

Government officials sald
that the project has been
planned in Narela to move traf-
fic away from central parts of
the Capital, to reduce conges-
tion during key sporting events,

Officials said the project s
part of broader efforts to
strengthen sports infrastruc-
ture in Delhi and promote
organised sporting activities at
professional and community
levels.

The proposed location is sit-
uvated close to Holambi village,

: with access to major road cor-

ridors of National Highway 1

and the Urban Extension Road

1 (UER 11). Authorities said the

connectivity through these

routes is expected 1o ensure
ek Gl e

\KEY FEATURES

gets rolling for Narela complex

Indoor sports ' Outdoor

seater cricket | o gadmint s | sports
8 0, 000 stadium, .Shm:to" Cricket stadium and
! which will seat at least a third 2quasheounts .| football grounds,
. more than JN Stadium @ Table tennis halls  among others -
. B
of area ® Wrestling "Other

(" 35%
"2\ for sporting facilities | ® Gymnasium areas
) | @ Multipurpose halls : courts, landscaped
[ for training and
for commercial zones | competitions

earmarked

.1 facilities .

"65%

smoother access from different
parts of Delhi, as well as from
the Indira Gandhi International
Airport. .

Facllities In focus

Officials said the stadlum com-
plex will include both specta-
tor-orlented infrastructure and
training facilities for athletes,
Apart from the main cricket
stadlum, the proposed layout
Includes Infrastructure for
multiple sports disciplines,
such as football, tennis, basket-
ball and other Olympic and
non-Olymplc sports.

Indoor facilities planned
within the complex Include
badminton courts, squash
courts, table tennis halls, wres-
tling and boxIng arenas, gym-
nasium areas and multipur-
pose halls for training and
competitions.

Outdoor infrastructure |s
expected to include football
and cricket grounds, tennls
courts, basketball and volley-
ball courts, jogging tracks and
swimming facilities, according
to project plans.

The design also incorporates

support infrastructure, such as
administrative spaces, athlete

amenities, spectator facilities
and landscaped public areas,
Officials said the project is
being conceptualised as an
integrated sports hub rather
than a single-venue stadium,
The project is also expected to
include auxiliary facilities,
such as parking areas, food
courts, landscaped parks and
internal circulation networks
to facilitate the movement of
athletes, visitors and staff
within the campus.

The proposal mentions that
while about 35% of the area
will be used for sports facilities,
around 65% can be used for
developing commercial facili-
ties, such as retail hotel and
office commercial space.

“The Idea is to develop a
comprehensive sports ecosys-
tem that includes competition
venues, training infrastructure
and supporting amenities
within one integrated com-
plex,” the official said.

According to officials, the
authority is planning the devel-
opment under a model that
may involve private sector par-
ticipation through a long-term

licence arrangement.
Developers with experience

. parks and internal
circulation
| networks

in building and operatin
sports infrastructure have beep

invited to participate in the big. | -

ding process.

“The selected concessionajre
will be responsible for desigp.
ing, constructing and operatip,
the integrated sports compley
as per the terms laid out in the
concession agreement,” the
official said.

The Narela project

The multi-sport infrastructyy,
project can also be viewed p¢
part of wider development jp,;_
tiatives planned in Narela, Qyg,
the past few years, the areg has
been earmarked for severg)
urban infrastructure Project
including residential dew_-:op_'
ments, institutional zones, edy.
cation hubs and transport con.
nectivity upgrades,

Officials said the develgp,.

ment of large sports iﬂfl'astruc.
ture in the area is expecteq ¢,
complement these plans a4
contribute to the overay
growth of the subcity.
“Narela is emerging as a5
important growth corridor in
outer Dethi and the sports com-
plex will add to the area’s infra-
structure,” the official said.

' Parking areas, food '
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