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Dymg Narela lake to get Delhi’s
first meadow park after revamp

Vibha.Sharma
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: The highly en-
croached and dying Tikri
Khurd Lake at Narela will be
rejuvenated, restored and de-
veloped asthecity’sfirstmea-
dow park by Delhi Develop=9
smentAuthority (DDA). .
- The decision was taken af-
terlieutenant governor VK Sax-
ena visited the site in north Del-
hi on Feb 17 and expressed con-
cern over the deteriorating wa-
terbody that once sustained a
vibrant ecosystem. Officials ha-
ve been asked topreparearesto-
ration planattheearliest,onthe
lines of the previously develo-
ped Baansera and Asita parks
over degraded landscapes.
Officials said the waterbo-
dy, previously an oxbow lake
onthe Yamunafloodplain, was
alsoreceiving untreated sewa-
gefrom neighbouring residen-
tial localities, giving an unple-

asantlook to the area.

The preliminary plan is to
revive the 40-acre lake by re-
moving encroachments and
water hyacinth, and develo-
ping an open grassy patch
across10acresof surrounding
land. This will be followed by
the creation of a heavily woo-
ded area with around 10,000
trees, including bamboo.

A walkway will be develo-
ped covering 20 acres surroun-
ding the lake. The 2.5metre-
wide pathway will serve as
both a walking and cycling
track. “The work on cleaning
the approach roads has alrea-
dy started and tenders for
construction of a boundary
wall around the complex have
been issued, DDA stated.

The lake and its surroun-
ding landscape, spread over
around 72 acres, fall within
sectors 8-1to 8-3 of Narela sub-
city Officials said that while
therevival would be the priori-

ty, attracting visitors would al-
sobeimportant, giventhestra-
tegic location. “The project
plan focuses on ecological res-
toration, landscape regenera-
tion and creation of nature-ba-
sed public spaces whilestreng-
thening the hydrological and
environmental performance
of thesite," said an official.
The meadow park will fea-
ture expansive native grass-
lands and dense peripheral
plantationsthat will actaseco-
logical buffers. The design will
ensure that rainwater gradu-
ally flows towards the central
depression, which will be res-
tored and strengthened as the
primary water retention ba-
sin. Existingsite contours will
be utilised and enhanced to fa-
cilitate natural surface run-
off throughout the year.
Forpublicspaces, shaded se-
atingareaswill be developed be-
neath native tree canopijes. An
eco-sensitive restaurant struc-

WHAT'S PLANNED

> Encroachments and water
hyacinth to be removed from
40 acres of the lake

> Around 10 acres of
surrounding land will be

" developed as an open grassy
green patch

created with about 10,000 trees,
Including bamboo

» A walkway across nearly 20
acres around the lake

» The 2.5-metre-wide pathway
will function as both a walking
and cycling track

» Shaded seating areas will be
created for public recreation

WOODED ZONE, WALKWAY, NURSERY AND MORE LIKELY

WHERE Between sectors 8-1 and 8-3 of Narela Sub-City. The site is near Tikri Khurd Lake '

» Elevated machaans or
nature-viewing decks at
selected locations

> A heavily wooded zone will be

> Vantage points for observing
the restored lake ecosystem and
bird activity

» A small meeting or conference
facility to be set up

> An eco-sensitive restag.lrant

structure planned too

> A dedicated plant nurse'ry

¢ wlli:! be deve!uped to support
p 5

" Tikri Khurd Lake

Tenders for conslrudion ‘t
£ ul a houndary wall ";

ture, designed using sustainab-
le and lightweight materials, is
proposed at a vantage point
overlooking the lake. The struc-
ture will be visually connected
to a stepped access leading to-
wards the waterbody, creatinga
strong visual and spatial inter-
face betweenland and water

Excavated earth generated
during the deepening and res-
toration will be reused on-site
to create landscaped mounds
and berms, which will help
screen  undesirable views
from adjoining developments
andalsofunctionas visual buf-
fersand wind barriers.

To enhance visitors’ enga-
gement with the natural envi-
ronment, elevated machaans,
or nature-viewing decks, are
proposed at selected locations
for observing'the restored lake
ecosystem, bird activities and
swrrounding meadow habitat
without disturbing sensitive
ecological zones,

A small meeting or confe-
rence facility, along with two-
three eco-cottages, is also pro-
posed along the quieter edge of
thelake. These will be designed

as low-impact structures over- * |

locking the waterbody and can
be used for nature retreats,
small gatherings and environ-
mental education activities.
Decentralised sewage treat-
ment plants will also be built to
treat wastewater from surroun-
ding areas and ensure that the
lake retains water throughout
theyear. A plant nursery willbe
developed within the landscape
tosupportplantationneedsand
pmrp‘o.le native species.
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Experts to help DDA revamp and
restore green spaces across city

VibhaSharma®@timesofindia.com streetscape improvements, includingmedians
and footpaths.
New Delhi: In a transformative shift, Delhi Experts willbetasked withdesigningflood-

Development Authority (DDA) has decided to plain projects, wetland parks, biodiversity
engage expert ]andscape architectstoplanthe parks and green corridors along sustainable
revamp and restoration of its green areas stormwater drains and waterbodies. They

acrErss thecity may also be engaged in projects related to heri-
DDA issued arequestfor empanelmentof  tage landscapes, parks associated with monu-
architectsand invited applicationsfromguali- ments, inclusive and theme parks, as well as ,

fied architecture and landscape architecture water-sensitive urban design and stormwater
firms for landscape planning and design management systems. i
works,” the authority stated. “SThe initiative, The firms will carry out site analysis, con-
Ie_d by the landscape and environment plan- ceptual design, master planning, horticultu- -
ning department, aims to incorporate diverse  ral planning and preparation of construction *
designideas, technical expertise and innovati- documents. They will also provide implemen-
ve approaches in the development, redevelop- tation support. .
ment and restoration of green spaces, especi- “Since we are notdeveloping green areas in
ally upcoming green development projects.” a conventional manner, interested architectu-
Theempanelled firms willdesign and plan, re and landscape architecture firms will need .
among others, urban landscapes such as to have enough experience and meet the tech-
sarks, plazasand publicopenspaces,aswellas  nicaleligibility criteria,” the authority said.
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e DDA
manage flats
from Apri] {

NEW DELH]: The Delhi Cosl By
Development_ Authority R4
(DDA) wil] take charge of : R ; b
day~to-dny Maintenance of jts
residential flats from April 1,
aiming to stream]ine upkeep
and improve living conditions
across its housing complexes,
Under the ney arrange-
ment, DDA will handle routine
services such ag cleaning com-
mon areas, lift Maintenance,
security, lighting, and minor .
repairs, . s =
Residents will Pay quarterly - v
Service charges, calculated per
Square metre, tg cover these - -
* atallld expenses,
ROl 'Iheauthoritymllmajntain
Yt flats until around 80% occu-
pancy is achieved or a Resj.
dents’ Welfare Association ,
(RWA) is formed, whichever
comes first. MPosT |.

17
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