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JOYS OF SPRIHG TL|lips blnum at Shantl Path. Each year, crawds gather to admlre the bulbs, take
photos, enjoy leisure walks and even buy potted tulips as souvenirs
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* Nature trails to theatres: DDA’s
new plans for city’s green spaces

Vibha.Sharma
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Delhi Develop-
ment Authority is going to
transform its restored green
spaces into vibrant, interacti-
ve hubs where visitors willnot
only spend leisure time but al-
so engage deeply with ecology
and environmental learning. .
Fromfreecommunitythe-
atre workshopsforelderly pe-
ople and children to dedica-
ted spaces for ecological rese-
archers, developing medici-
nal nurseries and citizen
nature hubs, DDA has ente-
red into multiple partners-
hips to ensure stronger pub-
licengagement at its parks.
During the inauguration of
the first-ever Green Expo 2026
at Baanseraon Saturday by lie-
utenant governor VK Saxena,
DDA signed memorandums of
understanding with Delhi
Technological University, Na-
tional School of Drama, Delhi
University, National Medicinal

Plants Board, WWF-India and
Mathura Vrindavan Develop-
ment Authority.

Under the collaboration
with NSD, DDA parks willser-
ve as cultural classrooms.
“Curated community theatre
workshops and children’s
theatre programmes will be
conducted for free. Each
batch will comprise 30 stu-
dents, and the workshops will

beorganised by NSD at multi- -

ple locations, depending on
feedback,” said an official.

DU will facilitate field ex-
posure for students in urban
ecological research in the flo-
odplain and other green are-
as, encouraging student-led
fieldwork and academic en-
gagement within natural
landscapes. The agreement
with DTU focuses on integra-
ting technology-driven susta-
inability solutions provided
by youth for park planning
and management,

Through National Medici-
nal Plants Board, herbal gar-

dens will be developed along
with medicinal nurseries in
selected parks. “Rare and les-
ser-known medicinal plants
will be cultivated at nurseries
and visitors will be informed
about their healing properties
and India’srich botanical heri-
tage,” officials said.

Citizens' Nature Hubs
will be set up along with
WWF-India at Asita to pro-
mote environmental aware-
ness, citizenengagement and
community stewardship. Fol-
lowing a proposal from Mat-
hura Vrindavan Develop-
ment Authority, DDA will al-
soactasa knowledge partner
in sustainable urban plan-
ning, heritage-sensitive in-
terventions and nature-ba-
sed development practices.

DDA vice-chairman N Sa-
ravana Kumarsaid theautho-
rity was often viewed prima-
rily as a master planner and
regulator, butitalsoserved as
Delhi's environmental trus-
tee. These collaborations, he

emphasised, aim to reimagi-
nepublicspaces.

“DDA manages biodiversi-
ty parks spread across nearly
15% of the city’s area. This
shows that weare not confined
merely to housing and infrast-
ructure,” he said. “Today our
parks have evolved into cent-
res for nature trails, research
initiatives, youth engage-
ment, cultural programming,
seamlessly integrating ecolo-
gy, innovationand community
life into Delhi’s urban future.”

Saxena, who is also DDA's
chairman, said development
and ecological conservation
didn't need to be at odds. “The
two-day expo, themed ‘Beyond
Growth: Reimagining Urban
Futures’, brings together se-
nior govt functionaries, urban
planners, climate experts and
industry stakeholders to chart
aroadmap for this sustainable
development,” he pointed out.
DDA Greens logo and DDA
Greens Year Book was unvei-
led by him at the expo.

(BLOOMING BEAUTY
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DDA TO HOST

‘3-day Palaash
Mahotsavaty
locations from R

February14-16 - ST £
OUR CORRESPONDENT i

NEW DELHI: The Delhi * *
Development Authority will
host the annual spring festi-
val ‘Palaash Mahotsay 2026’ -
from February 14, officials said !
on Friday. This year the three. j
day citywide celebration will, -
for the first time, be organised
at four locations including
Ashoka Garden, Lala Hardaya] -
Park, Smriti Van and Baansera,

Lt Gov V K Saxena will
inaugurate the event, which
will be held from February 14
t0 16, the Authority said, = - - {

“Each venue will becurated - -
around a distinct theme cel.
ebrating nature, sustainability
and community life” it said in
a statement,

Officials said the festivals
€xpansion aims to bring the

=

. celebrationg closer to resi-

- dents in different parts of the e
- city, while enco ggreater - -
S % Public engagement with urban

7 green spaces.
“The idea is to transform
i i's parks into vibrant com-
;|- munity hubs and inspire cit-
e 10 step outdoors and -
| Teconnect with nature? the .
"fI statement sajd, ‘

o ,-;'f_.*.i-.“‘;‘_';‘.; = g —
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PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B New Delhi

Delhi Lieutenant Governor
Vinai Kumar Saxena on
Saturday inaugurated the
first-ever Delhi Development
Authority (DDA) Green
Expo at Baansera, underlin-
ing the administration’s
commitment to building a
greener and healthier
national Capital.

The two-day expo, themed
‘‘Beyond Growth:
Reimagining Urban Futures”
brings together senior
Government leaders, urban
planners, climate experts
and industry stakeholders to
deliberate on sustainable
city planning and climate-
responsive development,

Officials described the
approach as a transforma-
tive moment for Delhi's
public spaces. In addition,
DDA also signed several
Memorandums of
Understanding (MoUs) with
leading national institutions
to expand the scope and
impact of its green initia-
tives.On the occasion, the Lt
Governor also unveiled the
DDA Greens logo and the
DDA Greens Year Book 2026.

Inaugurating the. green
expo, Lt Governor said," The
expo reaffirms our commit-
ment to a greener, healthier,
and more hopeful future for
Delhi." Saxena said the expo
reaffirms the city's commit-
ment to “a greener, health-
jer, and more hopeful fulturg
for Delhi.” He emphasise

~ Saxena inau

that the initiative goes
beyond conferences and
exhibitions.

“This expo is not only
about conferences and
exhibits, but also about
people. It honours thou-
sands of Delhi residents who
nurture small green patches
outside their homes, teach
their children about local
birds, plant saplings and
care for them. They are the
everyday heroes of our envi-
ronmental journey,” he said,

Recalling the transforma-
tion of the venue, he noted
that few could have imag-
ined three years ago that a
degraded and polluted site
would host a green expo and
become a platform for plan-
ning Delhi's sustainable
future, Describing Baansera
as a "stellar example" of
reclaiming degraded land,
hesaid itstands as a testimo-
ny to resilience and collec-
tive endeavour,

DDA Vice chairman N
Saravana Kumar said that
the raole of the Delhi
Development Authority is
often viewed as that of a

master planner,
and regulator,
alongside these responsibil-
ities, DDA also has an
extremely important and
accountable role—that of

developer,
However,

Delhi’s
Trustee. ’

While the two-day Expo
brings together policymak-
ers, planners, climate experts

Environmental

and industry leaders to delib--

erate on sustainable urban
development, the highlight
was the signing of strategic
partnerships that will rede-
fine how DDA parks function
in the city,

Akey highlight of the expo
was the signing of strategic
partnerships aimed at
redefining the role of DDA
parks in the city.Through
these collaborations, ppa
Greens are expected to
evolve into living laborato-
ries for learning, innovation,
ecology and culture,

Under a first-of-its-kind
partnership with the
National schoo| of Drama,
DDA parks will host curated
community theatre work-
shops and children's theatre

i

By
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gurates DDA Green Expo 2026

programmes, transforming
open spaces into cultural
classrooms.

An MoU with the
University of Delhi will facil-
itate urban ecological
research and student-led
fieldwork within park land-
scapes, while collaboration
with Delhj Technological
University will introduce
technology-driven sustain-
ability solutions and youth
innovation into park plan-
ning and management,
Through the National
Medicinal Plants Board, DDA
will develop herba] gardens
of national and state impor-
tance and medicinal nurs-
eries across selected Parks to
strengthen biodiuersiry
conservation,

In partnership with wyg:
India, Citizens’ Nature Hubs
will be established 3 tAsitato
Promote enuironmental
awareness and communi
stewardship, Additionally,
following an approach from
the Mathura-wfndavan

Deve!opmenmuthnrity, DDA .

will enter into an MouU to
Serve as 3 knowledge
Partnerin Sustainable urban
Planning and nature-based
development Practices,
The expo to feature high-
Impact pane| discussions
and expert sessions address.
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Delhi Lt Governor Vinai
Kumar Saxena on Saturday
inaugurated DDA’s Palaash
Mahotsav 2026 at Baansera,
Birsa Munda Chowk, drawing
residents of the national
Capital closer to nature
in a vibrant and engaging
environment. Vice Chairman
DDA, NSaravana Kumar

and other senior officers of

DDA were also present on
the occasion.

For the first time, the fes-
tival is being held simultane-
ously at four locations —
Baansera at Birsa Munda
Chowk, Ashoka Garden at

' AshokaVihar, LalaHardayal
Park at Jasola and Smriti Van
at Narela, from February 14
to 16, 2026.

At the Ashoka Garden,
Ashok Vihar Phase IVvenue,
the festival was formally
inaugurated in the presence

. of Poonam Bhardwaj

Sharma, MLA Wazirpur. To
encourage public participa-
tion, the MLA purchased the
first ticket, sending a strong
message to the citizens to
buy tickets and enjoy the
grand flower festival. Under
the visionary initiative of
Delhi LG, tulips have now
been made an integral part

of the Palaash Festival,

DELHI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

marking a significant expan-
sion of Delhi's floral land-
scape beyond the confines of
Lutyens’ Delhi.

Earlier largely associated
with select avenues of the

Lutyens’ zone, tulips are now -

blossoming as a vibrant
public attraction within the
festival, symbolising inclusiv-
ity in urban beautification. In

cptoneev
LG 1naugurates DDA'’s Palaash Mahotsav 2026

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B New Delhi

b Peome \isit the Palaash Mahotsav 2026 organised by
<+ Baansera Park, celebrating the Yamuna's green reviva

addition to enhancing the
aesthetic appeal of the city,
the tulips are also being
made available for sale,
allowing citizens to take
home a part of the festival's
colour and charm.
"PalaashMahotsavis a cel-
ebration of nature, commu-
nity and our shared respon-
slbillty towards the envimn-

ment. | commend DDA for its
sustained efforts in creat-
ing and maintaining green
public spaces that enhance
the quality of life in the city.
Such initiatives strengthen
environmental awareness
and foster a deeper connec-
tion between people and
nature," Saxena said on
the occasion.

the Deth Deve!npment Authonity at
lin New Delhi T

el ST

Each venue features the-
matic floral displays, curated
gardens, landscape installa- §
tions and public activity
zones. Visitors can also enjoy
artisan stalls, food courts, cul-
tural performances, work-
shops and participatory &
activities, making the festival
engaging for families and
visitors of all age groups.
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L G Saxena 1naugurates
'maiden ‘DDA Green Expo’

Multiple MoUs signed lo transform city parks: Officials

ANAMTA FATIMA

"+ NEW DELHI: The Delhi
.. Development Authority on
- Friday launched its first-ever
Green Expo at Baansera, with
"'+ - Lieutenant Governor V. K. Sax-
ena describing the initiative as
' a reaffirmation of the national
.+~ capital's commitment to sus-

.. tainable urban development.
. The two-day expo, ‘Beyond
Growth: Reimagining Urban
.- Futures; brings together pol-
‘" icymakers, climate experts,
urban planners and industry
. stakeholders to deliberate on
" “climate-responsive infrastruc-
ture and green city models. On
the occasion, the Lt. Governor
- also unveiled the DDA Greens
. logo and the DDA Greens Year

- Book 2026.

; Addressing the gathering,
i"; Saxena said the event was not
;- merely about exhibitions and
' conferences but about recog-
... -, nising citizens who nurture
-+ neighbourhood green spaces
- and contribute to environmen-
. - tal stewardship. Referring to

Baansera, he noted that the
reclaimed site stood as a testi-
mony to ecological restoration
and resilience.

Akey }nghllght of the expo
was the signing of multiple
memoranda of understandlng
aimed at reimagining public
parks as hubs of research, cul-
ture and sustainability. Part-
nerships were inked with the
National School of Drama,
University of Delhi and Delhi
Technological University to
promote community theatre,
ecological research and tech-
nology-driven sustainability

solutions in park spaces.

Collaborations with the
National Medicinal Plants
Board and WWF-India will
focus on biodiversity conser-
vation, herbal gardens and
citizen-led environmental
awareness initiatives.

Officials said the agree-
ments would position DDA
parks as “living laboratories™
integrating ecology, innova-
tion and community life, while
panel discussions at the
will address extreme heat, flood
resilience and green financing

“models for Delhi’s future,
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NEW DELHI

The first ‘Green Expo’ of
elopment
Authority (DDA) began at

.~ Baansera Park on Saturday.

The two-day event,
themed ‘Beyond Growth:

' Reimagining Urban Fy. ,
.. fures’, brings together se- - §
., | nior government leaders,
.. planners, climate experts

and industry stakeholders

: to chart a sustainable path
" i, fc_s!' the Capital.

in the am-

i bience, Lieutenant-Gover-
* . bor V. K. Saxena described

the venue as a powerful ex-
ample of ecological revival,

L M said the expo offers

practical solutions to Del-
hi’s environmental chal-

‘| lenges and reflects a re-
-{.mewed commitment to 3 -

“greener, healthier, and
more hopeful futuyre”,

Community spaces

DDA Vice-Chairman N. Sa-
favana Kumar said, a key
highlight of the expo Is the
* signing of strategic part-
nerships aimed at reima-
gining DDA parks as vi-
brant community spaces.
Collaborating with the Na-

~+ | tional School of Drama, |
"l University of Delhj,_ Delhi

Expo at

s NG

'L-G VK. Saxena inaugurating
the Green Expo 2026 at wid,
. Baanseraon Saturday, ANy -

Technological University,
National Medicina] Plants
. Board and WWF-India, the

DDA will introduce theatre
workshops, ecological re-

search, technology-driven
sustainability solutions,

herbal gardens and citi.
zens’ nature hubs across
select parks, a statement
said.

Palaash Mahotsay
Mr. Saxena also inaugurat-

* ed DDA's annual flower fes. |

tival, Palaash Mahotsay
2026, at Baansera, For the
first time, the three-day
festival will be held simul-
taneously at fourr venues —

Baansera, Ashoka Garden -

in Ashoka Vihar, Lala Har-

dayal Park in Jasola and

Smriti Van in Narela — from
February 14 to 16,

—
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