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“Swiss' Bidding Method For

3 Projects Of DDA In Dwarka

Plan To Ensure Competitive Pricing, Avoid Tender Failure

Vibha.Sharma@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Delhi Development Aut-
hority (DDA) is set to finalise its first
set of projects under the Swiss Chal-
lenge method, adopted in Dec 2025 to

. fast-track large public-private part-

" al mall in Sector 22 - moving to the -

nership initiatives, with three major
developments in Dwarka - a super-
speciality hospital in Sector 9, a five-
starhotelin Sector 23and a commerci-

technical bid evaluation stage.
Apublicnotice issued by DDA out-
lined plans to initiate the Swiss Chal-

", lenge process for allotment of a land

pareel in Sector 9 on a licence-fee ba-

- sis. The project will follow develop-

mentcontrolnorms preseribed under
Master Plan of Delhi (MPD) 2021 and
Unified Building Bye-Laws, 2016. The
hospitalsite,about9:3acres, willbeal-

\- " lottedwitha permissiblefloorareara-

tio (FAR) of 375. The licence period

A . will be 55 years, including the const-

ruction phase. Officials said the land
is currently vacant., “The initiative
aims to foster public-private engage-

*. ' ment in transforming Delhi’s infrast-
- ructure,” the notice stated. :

The Swiss Challenge method is a

"we

Under the method, an
initial bid is made public
and treated as the reserve
price, inviting counter-bids
through a competitive
process. The original
bidder is allowed to match
the highest counter-offer

bidding process adopted by DDA to en-
sure competitive pricing and avoid ten-
der failures, particularly in cases whe-
relarge projects attract limited partici-
pation. Under this method, an initial
bid ismade public and treated as the re-
serve price, inviting counter-bids thro-
ugh a competitive process. Theoriginal
bidder is also allowed to match the hig-
hest counter-offer, ensuring transpa-
rency, fair valuation and project conti-
nuity. According to officials, the met-
hod helps save time and accelerates
implementation, especially for major
projects where participation meeting
eligibility criteria islimited.

DDA is also finalising technical
bids for auctioning licence rightsof a
2.5-acreland parcel in Sector 23 for de-
velopment of a five-star hotel. The se-

lected agency will be allowed an FAR
of 375 with 40% ground coverage. The
project involves granting licence
rights for 55 years under a PPP model.
The licensee will be responsible for
designing, financing, constructing
and managing a hotel with at least 200
rooms, meeting standards prescribed
by the tourism ministry

The licensee will be allowed to bo-
okupto 25% of the non-membership-
based ‘pay-and-play’ slots at the DDA
Golf Course on a daily basis for hotel
guests, from the commercial opera-
tion date until termination of the 1i-
cence deed. “The golf course will be
located adjacent to the hotel site. The-
se conditions were introduced for the
first time in the request for proposal
toattract investors,” an official said.

Bookings must be made at least 24
hoursinadvance. Hotel guests will be
offered a 25% discount on the prevai-
ling green fee at the time of booking
andwill have access todesignated are-
as of the golf course, including the
playing greens, clubhouse, restau-
rants or cafeteria, pro shop and dri-
ving range. The discounted rates will
apply only to guests staying at the ho.
teldeveloped under the project.
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""DDA S Kannayog1 Awaas YOJana.

sells 60 per cent flats in first 24 hours

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B New Delhi

Delhi Development Authority
(DDA) Karmayogi Awaas
Yojana 2025, a housing
scheme for mid-level salaried
families in Narela, recorded
the sale of around 60 per cent
of the total flats offered under
the scheme within the first 24
hours of commencement of

i bookings and earned a

revenue of ¥450 crores.
Giving details on Thursday,

- the DDA said 684 flats were

. sold on the opening day,
which coincided with the
auspicious occasion of Makar
Sankranti. This strong uptake
underscores confidence

.. among homebuyers in DDA's

v

housing initiatives and
reflects Narela's emergence
as a preferred-and well-con-
nected sub-city of Delhi.
Karmayogi Awaas Yojana
2025 offers an attractive
limited time opportunity for
serving and retired employ-
ees of Central and State
Governments, Public Sector
Undertakings, Public Sector

Banks, local bodies,
autonomous bodies and gov-
ernment universities to own
quality homes in a planned
residential environment,

The scheme provides flats
at 25 percent discount across
all categories, allows owner-
ship of other properties '
without restriction, and
follows a transparent First
Come First Serve allotment
system. The sale of 1 BHK, 2
BHK and 3 BHK flats located
in Pocket 9, Sector Al-A4,
Narela is being carried out
through an end to end online
process on DDA's Awaas
Portal, ensuring ease of 1
access, transparency and effi-
ciency for applicants across
the ccmntryr
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Freedom in different shapes & sizes:
Kites beyond borders light up skies

Vibha.Sharma@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Few venues could have pro-
vided a more fitting backdrop for a Kite-
flying festival in the city than Baansera
Park in Sarai Kale Khan. Hometo nearly
30,000 bamboo plants— an essential ma-

terial for kite-making — the park lent

both visual appeal and symbolic mea-
ning to the three-day celebration that
started on Friday

The third edition of the festival has
brought together 28 national and inter-
nationalkiteartists from India, Nigeria,
Syria, Zimbabwe, Congoand a few other
countries. Even before the inaugura-
tion, the sky was filled with large, vi-
brantkitesof varied shapes anddesigns,
many handcrafted by the artists using
different fabrics. The bright sunshine
combined with the park’s expansive gre-
enspaceattractedlarge crowds that con-
tinued to grow through the day.

Union home minister Amit Shah,
who inaugurated the festival, emphasi-
sed theneed toscaleupthe eventand pro-
posed theformation of acommittee with
chief minister Rekha Gupta and lieute-
nantgovernor VK Saxenaas members to
increase participation and its populari-
ty. “Let Delhi become the centre for pro-
moting kite festivals,” Shah said, recal-
ling how during the freedom movement
the sky was onee filled with kites carry-
ing the message ‘Simon Go Back’ on Ma-
kar Sankranti,oneof thelargestsymbo-
licprotestsagainst Simon Commission.

Referring to the recent Somnath
Swabhiman Parv, hesaid the temple was
plundered 16 times over a millennium,
but stood tall, underscoring that “the
strength of those whobuild isfargreater
thanthose whodestroy”,

LG said that after the then chief mi-
nister Narendra Modi promoted the kite
festival in Gujarat, the industry there
expanded from Rs 10-20 crore to nearly
Rs 600 crore, “About 1.5 lakh artists are
associated with kite-making, 70% of
them women. Today, 65% of the kitpis are
manufactured in Gujarat.”

Recalling his tenure as chairman of
Khadi Industries, Saxena said an inltia-
tive was taken to plant 10,000 bamboo tre-
es along the Narmada, "These trees are
now around 30 feet tall and will soon be
used asraw material for kitestructures...
We plan to replicate this model in Delhi
using bamboogrownat Baansera.”

Syrian kite artist Jamal Ismail, who
flew a huge rainbow-colour kite, said, “I
loved flyingkites since childhood. T hope
to see more participants and even a kite

 fight.” Ismail said he had accepted the

invitation immediately after receiving
it through a kite-flying group.

Nigerian Kelvin Marcus quietly con-
centrated on sending his kite to maxi-

mum height. “Despitereceivingtheinvi-

Photos: Anindya Chattopadhyay

ah

beration, Gow™

1
I e 3 .
The festival will go on for three days: the event w

o
as opened by Amit Shah in CM's presence

tation at the last moment, I managed to
complete all preparations, including
makingmy kites.”

The festival also features stalls selling
designerkites, strings and related materi-
als. Atonesuchstall, giant kitesas longas
six feet depleted faces of Bollywood stars
from the 1980s-20s, including Anll Kapoor,
Aishwarya Rai and Divya Bharti. Javed
Ahmed, from Jama Masjid area, said the
kites were made by his late father. “The.
ugh we are in the jewellery business, kite-
making and flying was his passion.”

His brother, Jamaluddin, recalled

actor Madhuri Dixit had caught the at-
tention of a French artist at Craft Muse-
um in Pragati Maidan. Though not for
sale, it was gifted to him and found apla-
ceinamuseumabroad. A corridor atthe
venue showcases the origin of kites and
how it travelled to India.

Cultural performances are also bein g
organised by Indian Council for Cultura)
Relations, with 148 artistes from eight co.
untries in Asia, Africa and Europe. En ;
allowed till 3pm, is free, A food festival is
adding to the festive atmosphere, offering
delicacies from different regions.

ATHSRITY
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ill make kite fest global
Shah at Baansera

event:

Snehil Sinha
snehil_sinha@hrndustantimes_mm

NEW DELHI: Union home minis-
ter Amit Shah on Friday inaugu-
rated the third edition of the
International Kite Festival at

era in west Delhi, calling
for sustained efforts to trans.
form the event into a landmark
international festival, He also
pitched the bamboo forest-
themed park as an emerging
tourist destination in the capital.

Addressing the gathering,
Shah asked the Delhi lieutenant
governor and the Dethi Develop-
ment Authority (DDA} to consti-
tite a committee to begin prepa-
rations for next year’s festival
with the aim of giving it national
and global prominence.

“In the coming years, the kite
festival should secure a leading
position among major kite fests
in the country and the world. A
committee should be formed to
work on popularising the event,
increasing public participation
and making the Delhi kite festi-
val a focal point,” said Shah.

The event was attended by LG
VK Saxena, chief minister Rekha
Gupta, senior officials of the
DDA and representatives from
various kite-flying associations,
This year's festival is being
hosted at Baansera Park, a bam-

Home minister Amit Shah

flies akite at the third International

=

Kite Festival at Baansera Park on Friday, PMI

boo forest-themed public space
developed by the DDA along the
Yamuna floodplain.

Shah praised the transforma-

tion of Baanscra from a waste-
land into a thriving public park
showcasing bamboo species
from different parts of India,
“When I was first called to
attend an event here, 1 was
apprehensive about how the
place would be but I was sur-
prised. Baansera is a beautiful
natural site in Delhi, adorned
with various types of bamboo
from across India, and is now
emerging as a centre of attrac-

tion for tourists. It is a testament
to how remarkable results can
be achieved when there is firm
determination to translate
resolve into action on the
ground,” said Shah.

. He urged the Delhi govern-
ment to organise more public
events at Baansera to increase
footfall, Shah highlighted the
park’s three thematic pavilions,
which showcase the history of
kite flying and its wartime appli-
cations. Referring to India’s free-
dom movement, he said the park
also commemorates the role of
kites in political protest,

“When the Simon Commis-
sion came to the country, it faced
strong opposition nationwide.
The largest protest against the
Simon Commission was carried
out on the day of Uttarayan by
flying kites bearing the slogan
‘Simon Go Back’ and Indians
demonstrated their strength to

. the British,” Shah said,

“In the coming days, the kite
festival will establish a special
place for itself in Delhi and wil]
provide an opportunity for kite
flyers from across the country,
as well as international kite fly-
€rs, to come here and showease
their art,” he said;

The LG said, "Apart from pro-
fessional kite flyers from India
and abroad, the enthusiasm of
Delhi residents holding kite
strings in their hands makes this
three-day kite festival special,”

He added that the committee
proposed by Shah is expected to
expand the scale of next year's
festival, including internationa]
participation,

Chief Minister Rekha Gupta

said that the festival offers an

opportunity to reconnect with
India’s rich culture and tradi-
tions. “Flying kites in lanes,
homes, and on rooftops has been
a cherished tradition and the fes-
tival helps revive those fong

memories,” Gupta said.
. " ’
R
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OVER 27,000 TAKE
PART IN KITE FEST
AT BAANSERA

-| NEW DELHI: The Delhi Develop- |
ment Authority (DDA) on Sun-
- day said that the third Interna-
tlonal Kite Festival organised at
southeast Delhi's Baansera Park
- Saw participation from about
27,000 visitors between January
‘| 16 and 18 — more than double
the number from the last year. |.
- The I1th International Dance
& Music Festival, organised
simultaneously at the same |-
venue by Indian Council for Cul-
.| tural Relations (ICCR), also
received enthusiastic response,
the agency said in a statement.

- . NAME OF NEWSPA;DER: ]Hillh!lﬁtﬂl} dimes

“Over the three days, citizens
of Delhi enjoyed a vibrant mix of
international and national dance
performances, cultural pro-
grammes, and a spectacular
parade of professional kite flyers
from India and abroad. The festi-
val highlighted the rich legacy of
kite flying through a dedicated
exhibition showcasing the his- |.
tory and evolution of kites,” the
statement said.

The festival offered a wide
range of attractions, includi
children's play activities, came]
rides, Patang Bazaar, etc, DDA
said. HTC
THE ITHINT'L

'DANCE & MUSIC -
FESTIVAL, HELD-
SIMULTANEOUSLY
AT THE VENUE,

- ALSO RECEIVED.
*| ENTHUSIASTIC
| RESPONSE -
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Somnath temple symbol of eter_nal Sanatan Dharma: Shah

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B New Dethi

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Friday said the
Somnath temple in Gujarat
stands tall as the symbal of
eternal 'Sapatan Dharma’
despite 16 attacks on itin the
past 1,000 years, showing
that the stremgth of those
who create is greater than
those who destray.

Making these observations
while addressing the
International Kite Festival
2026, Shah said the festival of
Makar $ankranti has become
aliving example of 'Ek Bharat,
shreshtha Bharat'. Defhi Lo
Govemor Vinai Kumar Saxena
and Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta were present on the
pccasion. The festival is
organised by the Delhi
pevelopment Authority
(DDA

shah extended Makar
<ankranti greetings fo the
people, especially the
farmers. “In Punjab and
Haryana, the festival Is also

known as Lohri; in Tamil
Nadu as Pongal; in Assam as
Magh Bihu; in West Bengal as
Paush Sankranti; in Gujarat
and Maharashtra as
Urtarayan: and in Madhya
Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, and
Bihar, itis traditionally cela-
brared in the name of Khichdi
or Sankrantl Khichdi,” he
said,

The Home Minister said
the great poet Kalidas had
described the pecple of India
as — 'Ursavapriya® khalu
manushya', meaning the
people of India are fond of
festivals, He said celebra-
tions are organised in differ-
ent parts of the country in
every Season.

stating that the kite Festival
will connect the people of the
country with Delthi, shah
urged the city government
and the Delhi Development
Authority (DDA} to work
towards making it one of
the leading events in the
country and the world,

He said this kite festival is
an effort to connect all these

states with Delhi Shah said
that im the coming days, the
kite festival will establish a
special place for itselfin Delhi
and will provide an cpportu-
nity for kite fiyers from across
the country, as well as inter-
national kice fiyers, to come
here and showcase their art.

The Home Minister said
there is & need to make the
kite festival more popular
through sustained efforts.

He suggested that a cam-
mittee should be constitut-
ed to expand the kite festhval
in Delhi and across the
country and to make the
Delhi kite festival its focal
point, working on aspects
such as popularising the
event and Increasing public
participation.

shah said the next kite fes-
tival should be organised in
such a way that it seclres a
leading position among the
malor kite festivals of the
country and the world.

The Home Minister said In
Delhi, the beautiful natural
site Baansera, adorned with

Unian Home

nisier Ami Shah aud'eues!he gathering durng the

inaugurabon of he thid Inernational Kita Festival s Baansara Fark

In Hew Dehi
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varigus types of bamboos
from different parts of the
country, s emerging as a
centre of attractian far
tourists, He said that the park
is a testament to how
remarkable results can be
achieved when a person is
firmly determined to trans-
late their resolve into action

on the ground.

He said that to increase the
use of Baansera Park and to
attract the people of Delhito
it, the Delhi Government
needs to organize good
events here. He said that
there are three pavilions here,
which display the history of
kites as well as their wartime
use. Referring to the recently
cancluded Somnath

Swabhiman Pary, which com-
memaerated 1,000 years since
the first recorded attack on
the temple in 1026 by
Mahmud of Ghaznl, Shah said
it was plunderned 16 times in
1,000 years, yet It stands tall
and magnificent, proving that
the strength of those who
build is much mare than
those wha destroy.

The Sommnath temple is a
symbol of the "eternity™ of
Sanatan Dharma as well as
the "immortality™ of the care
elements of Indian culture,
Shah said.

uUnder the leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra
Madl, the entire country
observed the Somnath
Swabhiman Parv from
[anuary &-11, and the coming
year will be celebrated as
*samnath Swabhinyan Varsh®
acrass the nation, Shah said.
After Independence, leaders
such as Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel, the Maharajla of
Jamnagar, Kanhaiyalal
Munshi and Dr Rajendra
Prasad resolved to rebulld the

Sommnath temple Into a grand
and magnificent structure,
Shah sald.

“Now, a magnificent
Samnath temple stands at
that very place, with its Aag
touching the skies," he sald.
“Those who demalished it—
Mahmud of Ghazni, Mahmud
Begada, Alauddin Khilji - are
ngwhere ta be seen on the
world map today, while the
Saomnath temple stands
proudly and with dignity at
the same location before the
entlre world," shah said.

The Home Minister and
the Lisutenant Governar also
Interacted with participants
znid kice flyers at the venue.
The Festival featured calour-
ful kite displays, perfor-
mances and participation
from international teams;
making it ane of the largest
kire-related cultural events
hasted In the capital. The
festival brought together kite
flyers, artists and visitors
fram India and abread, high-
fighting Delhi's push to show-

case jts cultural heritage

thraugh large public events.
Addressing the gathering,

Chief Minister Rekha Gupta
said the festival symbolised
Delhi's connection with its
cultural roots and everyday
traditions. $he said kite flying
has been a part of chifdhood
for generations of Delhiires,
and the festival revives thase
shared memaries in a con-
temparary, international
format. “For many of us, fying
kites in narrow lanes and on
roofiops was a simple joy.
This festival brings back that
spirit" she said, Visiars at the
festival said the event offered

arare apportunicy (o experi-

ence traditional kite fiying in

an organised and safe envi-

ranment. Many families

described it as 3 nostalgic

experience, especially for

children who are otherwise

unfamiliar with the practice.

The International Kice

Festival |s expected to contin-

ue over the coming days

with cultural programmes,

kite-flying demanstrations

and interactive activities,
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. Union Home Minister Amit-

Shah on Friday inaugurat-

. ed the third edition of the

three-day  International -

Kite Festival at Baansera
* Park and called for popula-

rising the event with sus-
tained efforts. Lieutenant-
Governor V.K. Saxena and

.. Chief Minister Rekha Gup-

ta were also present at the

.. event; which is being or-
- ganised by the Delhi Deve-

. lopment Authority.

3

Call to popularise event
- Emphasising the event’s

* appeal to the common pe-
ople, Mr. Shah said, “This -

r'Amit Shah flanked by CM Rekha Gupta (right) [
] ‘and [-G V.K. Saxena at the inau guration of the International Kite
.'| | Festival at Baansera Park on Friday. SHiv kumaR PUSHPAKAR )

 Union Home Minister: -
|opens 3-day kite festival

Saturday, January 17, 2026
S e o DELHI

kite festival can connect?
people from across thel

country with Delhi and be-i A
come a national ‘festival” '

He suggested forming al =

committee to expand the)

- event and ensure it secures

a leading position among
major kite festivals. =

Ms. Gupta said the fes-,
tival allows one to recon--
nect with their roots, “Fly-

‘ing kites has'always been a
. part_of every :Delhiite’s"

childhood. This festival re-
vives those memories” she
said. Ms. Gupta added the "
kite string symbolises
“moving forward without
letting go of values, tradj-

tions and responsibility to- -

wards the nation” ! | ,



—-—

i

DELIHY DEVELOPMISNY AurHoRiry |
ESS CLIPPING SIERVIcE

ek

Iy

.. NAME OF NEWSPAPERS- SATURDAY, 17 JANUA

Amit Shah opens Kite Festival

millenniumpost
RY;, 2026 | NEW DELH] ——

in Delhi

NARESH BISWANI,
AIMAN FATIMA

NEW DELHI: Union Home
Minister and Minister of Coop-
eration Amit Shah inaugurated
the International Kite Festival
2026 in New Delhi, calling for
sustained efforts to develop the
event into a nationally and glob-
ally recognised festival. Delhi
Lieutenant Governor Vinai
Kumar Saxena and Chief Min-
ister Rekha Gupta, along with
several other dignitaries, were
present on the occasion.
Extending greetings to peo-
ple across the country, espe-
cially farmers, on the festivals of
Makar Sankranti, Pongal, Lohri,
Magh Bihu and Uttarayan, Amit
Shah said Uttarayan is cele-
brated across India under differ-
ent names but reflects a shared
cultural spirit. He described it
as a festival of joy linked to the
seasonal cycle and the energy
of the Sun, noting that festivals
play a vital role in uniting soci-
ety. Quoting poet Kalidasa, he
said Indians have always been
lovers of festivals, which help

M .

strengthen social harmony. |
The Home Minister stressed
the need to popularise the kite
festival through continuous
efforts. He suggested consti-
tuting a committee to expand
the reach of the Delhi kite fes-
tival and make it the focal point
of kite-flying celebrations across
the country. He said future edi-
tions should be organised on a
scale that places Delhi among
the leading kite festivals in
Indiaand the world, encourag-
ing greater public participation
and international involvement,
Highlighting Baansera Park
as anew attraction in the capital,
Shah said the bamboo-themed
site demonstrates how strong
resolve can translate inta mean-
ingful development. He urged
the Delhi government to orga-
nise more cultural events at the
park. Referring to history, he
recalled that during the Simon
Commission protests, kites
bearing the slogan “Simon Go
Back” filled the skies on Utta-
rayan, becoming a powerful
expression of public resistance.
Amit Shah said Makar

Sankranti exemplifies the spirit

of “Ek Bharat, Shreshtha Bharat”,
asitis celebrated nationwide in
diverse forms. He added that the
kite festival aims to connect all
regions with Delhi through a
shared cultural platform,

The Home Minister also

S

p ')
RN TP S

referred to the recently con-
cluded Somnath Swabhiman
Parv in Gujarat, marking 1,000
years since the first attack on the
Somnath Temple,

Chief Minister Rekha Gupta
said the festival provided an

HIGHLIGHTS

» Delhi Lieutenont
Governer Yinai Kumar
Saxena and Chief
Minister Rekha Gupta,
along with several other
dignitaries, were present
on the ocoasion

» Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta soid the festival
provided an opportunity
fo reconnect with
India’s cultural roots

» While the kite festival
may be new to Delhi In
its present form, flying
kites has always been g
part of every Delhiite's
childhood, says Gupta

oppoertunity to reconnect with
Indias cultural roots. “While the
kite festival may be new to Delhj
in its present form, flying kites
has always been a part of every
Delhiite’s childhood;” she said,
recalling memories of rooftops,

narrow lanes and neighbour- §
hood gatherings.

Drawing a metaphor from |
kite flying, the Chief Minister §
said, “The kite string teaches
us an important lesson, no
matter how high we rise, we
must never let go of our val-
ues, traditions and responsi- i
bility towards the nation” She.
added that under Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi's leadership, [
India is moving ahead with the
vision of “Vikas bhi, Virasat
bhi blending development with
heritage,

Gupta congratulated the
organisers for the “grand and
vibrant” event and expressed
gratitude to Lieutenant Gov- B
ernor Vinai Kumar Saxena for |
his role in bringing the inter- |
national festival to Delhi, The
LG, she said, played a key
role in promoting cultural ini-
tiatives that strengthen Delhi’s
global identity. :

The festival, featuring
colourful kites and cultural dis-
Plays, drew large crowds and
marked a celebration of tradi-
tion, unity and national pride |4 §
along the banks of the Yamuna. f} §
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DDA’s 3rd International Kite Festival draws record 27,000 visitors to Baansera

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
| New Delhi

The Delhi Development
Authority’'s (DDA} 3rd
International Kite Festival
attracred a record footfall of
nearly 27,000 visitors over
three days at Baansera on the
Yamuna bank. The festival
emerges &5 one of the
Capital's mast papularoulour-
al events, The surge in atten-
dance, mare than double
that of the previous edition,
vnderlined the growing
public response to large-
crale, open-air cultural cele-
brations in Delhl.
Organised from [anuary 16

10 18 under the guidance af
Lieutenant Governor V.K
Saxena, the festival was inau-
gurated by Union Home and
Cooperation Minister Amit
Shah in the presence of the Lt
Governor and Delhi Chief
Minister Rekha Gupta. The
event brought together kite
fyers, cultural performers
and famllies fram acrass the
city, tuming Baansera into a
vibrant hub of activity over
the weekend.

Highlighting the strong
public response, the Lt
Governor shared details of
the turnoutin @ social media
post. “The International Kite
Festival held at DDA's

DDA sells all 679 flats on |. -
day one of Jan Sadharan '
Awaas Yojana Phase-IIT

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
o New Delhi
e

pelhi Development
Authoriry (DDA} has con-
cluded Phase-lll of the DDA
Jan Sadharan Awaas Yojana-
2025, with the sale of all 679
flats offered on the very first
day of booking, which com-
mendced an january 15.

The flats were sald across
multiple localities, includ-
ing Narela A1-A< (496 flats),
Narela G-7[8 {130 flats),
Rohini (50 Rats)and Nasirpur
{3 Aats],

Narela comtinues to be
oneof HDA's major housing
destinations in North Delhi,
with large-scale residential
development focused on
affordability, planned infra-
structure and future growith.

A DDA official stated that
the cumulative expected
revenue from Phase-Ill is

appraximately tE6.81 crore.
“itreflects strong public con-
fidence in DDA's affordable
housing Initiatives,” an ofi-
cial added. The DDA official
further said, “The area ben-
efits from planned sectoral
develepment, wide road net-
works, proximity to Industri-
al areas and educational
institutions, and significant
potential for long-term
urban expansion as enmvis-
aged In Delhi's mascer plan-
ning framework."

"The averwhelming
response to flatsin Narela Al
A4 and G-7/G-8 further high-
lights growing acceptance of
Narela as an emerging resl-
dential hub," the officlal
added. The official also said,
"Funther housing inltiatives
shall continue to be
launched in accordance with
public demand and policy
objectives.”

Baansera seemns to be emerng-
ing as a popular destination
on the Capital's event calen-
dar, On its cpening day, statt-
ing ar 100 PM, ithad 3000 vis-
dtors, 9000 on the second day
and more than 15000 fill 400
PM on closing day. The 1ith
International Dance & Music
Festival, being organised by
ICCR, simultaneously at the
venue, is similarly geting an
enthisiastic response,” the
post said. He atso shared
some pictures of kite flving.

DDA officials said the
numbers reflect the festival's
rapid rise in popularity, The
steady increase in footfall
over the three days, particu-

millenniumpost
. 'NEWDELHI | MONDAY, 19 JANUARY, 2024

Affordable DDA flats
snapped up on day_l_

* NEW DELHI: The Delhi
Development Authority (DDA)

* on Thursday successfully con-
- cluded Fhase M1 of the Jan

Sadharan Awaas Yojana-2025,

+ with all 679 flats offered under

 the scheme being suld out on
the very first day of booking,
The strong response, officials
sald, underscores sustained
public demand for affordable

 and well-planned housing in

the Capital

Bookings for Phase I
commenced on January 15
and were fully exhausted acrass
four Jocations, Of the fotal flats
sold, 496 were in Narela A | -
Ad, 130 [n Marela G-7/G-4, 50
in Rohini and three in Nasir-
pur. The DDA expects to gen-
erate an estimated reveriue of
around 286.81 crore from this
phase of the schemne,

Officlals noted that the
response rellects prowing con-
fidence in DDA affordable
housing Initiauvcs,pnninllaul:r
HWOng economigally weaker

liums and lower-ingcome

groups. The Authority has
begn pasitioning the Jan Sad-
haran Awasa Yojana as 4 trans-
parent and accessible route 1o
home ownership, with simpli-
fied baoking procedures and
clearly defined pricing,

Marela emerged as the
most suupht-after location,
accounting lor nearly 93% of
the total flats sold. Located in
narth Delhi, Nirela has beer,
developed as a major residen.-
tial zone with an emphasis on
affordability, planned Infea-
struclure and future prowth,
The area features sector-based
planning, wide imternal road
networks amd access to Indus-
trial areas and educational
institutions,

Utbun planners see Narela
as i high-potential zone, while
strong demind in Rohini and
Nasirpur reflects broad inter-
est. The THRA said Phase 1115
sell-out reinforces its commit-
menl 1o expanding aflordable
housing through planned, pol-
fcy-driven initiatives.  Wrosr

larly on the final day, pointed
tostrang word-of-mauth and
Erowinginterest among fam-
llies and young visitors.

A major attraction of che
festival was the participa-
ton af professional kite fiyers
from India and abroad, whao
showcased a wide variety of
kites and aerial manoeuvres.
Their performances were
complemented by a dedicat-
ed exhibition tracing the
history and evolution of kite
flying, which drew enthusi-
ases of all age groups,

The parallel 1th
International Dance and
Music Festival organised by
the Indian Council for

Culrural Relations {ICLR)
added more flavours fo the

festivities. The simultaneous [

programming ensured con-
tinuouws cultural perfor-

mances at the venue, keeping |

audiences engaged through-
aur the day.

The festival was designed
as a family-friendly event,
offering children's play activ-
ities, camel rides, a colourful
Patang Bazaar and multiple
food stalls.

Families were seen spend-

ing lang hours at the venue, |

fying kites, attend ing perfor-
mances and enjoying the
open green spaces along
the riverfront
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