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Street poles spraying mist:

New weapon to better AQI

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER10

AS YOU drive through Dwarka,
don’t be surprised if you see
streetlight poles spraying a fine
mist into the air.

This is Delhi's new Automatic
Anti-Smog Misting System.
Launched on Friday by L-G VK
Saxena, it is part of the Delhi
Development Authority’s (DDA)
measures to tackle winter air pol-
lution and ensure a better air qual-
ityindex (AQI). Currently, the sys-
tem hasbeeninstalled ona7-km
stretch along road numbers 224
and 210.Itfeatures 166 streetlight
poles equipped with 30 high-
pressure misting nozzles each, po-
sitioned at a height of five metres
to maximise coverage. The noz-
zZles, which release RO-treated
water atarate of 2 8 litres per hour,
are designed to help reduce sus-
pended particulate matter, dust,
and fine pollutants in the air.

Theinitiative builds upona pi-
lot project launched in November
lastyear ona550-metre stretchin
Dwarka, where misting nozzles
were installed on 14 poles.

The upgraded version, inau-
gurated on Friday, now covers key
stretches between Chandanwari
Apartments in Sector 10 and
Omaxe Mallin Sector 19,and from
the Command Tank in Sector 20
to the Dwarka Sector 21 Metro
Station.

Officials said the anti-smog
misting systemwould serve mul-
tiple purposes. “When the mist
sprayed in the air falls on the
ground, it would help in settling
dust particles on roads that are
otherwise suspended in the air,
with vehicular movement. It
would also prevent settling of dust
on plants and trees,” an official
said. Three dedicated pump
houses have been constructed to

maintain the water supply, sup- .

ported by an advanced RO system
that reduces Total Dissolved Solids
from 2,000to 50.
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In its effort to combat the
menace of air pollution that
intensifies in Delhi every
winter, Lieutenanl Governor

Vinai Kumar Saxena on Friday
inaugurated the Automatic
Anti-Smog Misting System at
Sector-19, Dwarka.

The initiative undertaken
by the Delhi Development
Authority (DDA) is aimed at

reducing airborne pollutants,
improving ambient alr quality
and protecting public health,
particularly children and the
elderly. Matiala MLA Sandeep
Sehrawat, and Vice Chairman,
DDA N Saravana Kumar were
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also present on the occa-
sion.

In November last year,
when the national Capital
was reeling under severe
air pollution, the Lt
Governor took it upon
himself to launch and
_monitor the trial run of

antl-smog mist spray in
Dwarka. A 550 metre stretch
of DDA Road No. 224, extend-
ing from the junction ofRoad
No. 201-224 to Sector 6 Marg,
was identified. The installa-
tion then featured, 14 existing
electric poles, each outfitted
with 30 misting nozzles posi-

tloned at a height of three
meters (9 ft approx).

However, the newly
installed modified and auto-
mated misting system, Inau-
gurated on Friday covers a
larger stretch of 6.8 km
stretch along Road number
224 and 210, from
chandanwari Apartmentsin
Sector-10 to Omaxe Mall in
sector-19, and from
command Tank in Sector-20
to the red light near Sector-
21 Metro Station.

A total of 166 streetlight
poles on the central verge
have been fitted with 30
high-pressure misting nozzles
each, positioned at a height
of 5 metres. This will ensure
‘that the mist spray goes
higher in the air and thus
prove more efficient in set-
tling the smog.

The nozzles will release
RO-treated water at a dis-
charge rate of 2.8 litres per
hour. It will help to reduce
suspended particulate
matter, dust, and fine pollu-
tants such as black carbon in
the air thereby contributing
to improved air quality in the
area. Speaking at the occa-
sion, Saxena said, “Every
winter, Delhi faces severe air
pollution issues that affect
everyone. The inauguration is
a step in that direction. The
Government is taking several
measures to combat this
menace. | appeal to the
people to take every possible
step to curb air pollution.
Even small measures can
haveabig impact onthecity’s
air quality.”

Emphasising upon

people’s participation, he
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added that behavioural mea-
sures, when combined with
technological solutions like
the anti-smog misting
system, can significantly
improve air quality and
reduce health risks for vulner-
able groups.

The anti-smog misting
system would serve multiple
purposes. The mist sprayed in
the air when falls on the
ground, would also help in
settling the dust particles on
the roads that are otherwise
suspended in the air, with
vehicular movement.

Further, the mist released
in the air would prevent set-
tling of dust on the plants and
trees along the stretch. To
ensure smooth operations
DDA has constructed three
pump houses to maintain
water supply for.
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s in Dwarka to fight pollution

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: In an-effort to
combat air pollution in Delhi, Lt
Governor VK Saxena launched
an automatic anti-smog misting
system in Dwarka on Friday,
officials said.

The system has been devel-
oped by the Delhi Develop-
ment Authority (DDA) and
installed on streetlight poles
along a 7-kilometre-long road
stretch extending from Dwarka
Sector 10 to Sector 21.

“Every winter, Delhi faces
severe air pollution issues that
affect everyone. The govern-
ment is taking several measures

hes mist gun

6)

to combat this menace. I appeal
to the people to take every pos-
sible step to curb air pollution.
Even small measures can have a
big impact on the city’s air qual-

ity,” Saxena said at the event.
According to officials, a total
of 166 streetlight poles on the
central verge have been fitted
with 30 high-pressure misting

nozzles each, positioned at a
height of 5 metres.

“This will ensure that the
mist spray goes higher in the air
and thus proves more efficient
in settling the smog. The nozzles
will release RO-treated water
at a discharge rate of 2.8 litres
per hour. It will help reduce
suspended particulate matter,
dust, and fine pollutants such as
black carbon in the air, thereby
contributing to improved air
quality in the area,” a statement
from DDA said.

Last year in November, L-G
Saxena launched a trial run of
the anti-smog mist spray sys-
tem in Dwarka on a 550-metre

stretch of DDA Road No. 224.
The project has been expanded
now. “The mist sprayed in the
air when it falls on the ground
would also help in settling the
dust particles on the roads that
are otherwise suspended in the
air with vehicular movement.
Further, the mist released in
the air would prevent the set-
tling of dust on the plants and
trees along the stretch,” the state-
ment added. To ensure a water
supply, DDA has constructed
three pump houses to maintain
the water supply, along with an
RO system to provide suitable
water for mist spraying, DDA
said further.
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DDA to transform capital’s parks into creative ‘
hubs, hold theatre-based & learning activities

Vibha.Sharma
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: To make Delhi’s
green spaces more engaging
and vibrant, Delhi Develop-
ment Authority is going to in-
troduce Rangbaag, a first-of-
its-kind initiative in the city
in collaboration with Natio-
nal School of Drama (NSD)
that will transform the city’s
parks into creative hubs.
Theatre-based and experi-
ential learningactivities, such

. as— acting and movement

workshops, storytelling ses-
sions and improvisation exer-
cises, will be conducted for the

I public by NSD-trained faculti-
‘! esunder the programme.

To mark the launch of the

| initiative, NSD  presented

Nanha Scientist, a perfor-

mance celebrating the curio-’

sity and imagination of yo-
ung minds, on Thursday. A
formal MoU will be signed
between NSD and DDA soon
to start the programme for
the public.

The pilot phase will begin
with a three-month certificate
course - featuring weekly
workshops at Baansera'Park
opposite the Sarai Kale Khan
ISBT.If successful, the concept
will be expanded to more parks
across the city for participants
from all age groups, including
senior citizens, to foster a
stronger sense of community
through art and performance.

“Following lieutenant go-
vernor VK Saxena’s direc-
tion to recreate and reimagi-

ne these green hubs to make '

them more engaging, we con-
ceptualised the Rangbaag
programme. What makes the
concept unique is its aim to
take theatre beyond formal
institutions and bring it into
open, natural environments
where children and young pe-
ople can learn through play,
movementand imagination,”
saidanofficial. -

By blending DDA's vision
for vibrant public spaces
with NSD’s expertise in per-
formingarts, the programme

seeks to create a platform for .

community engagement and.
youth development rooted in
accessibility and joy.

“In the past, we added seve-
ral features.at green spaces
along the floodplain, such as

“fns,

green cafes, musical founta-
sculptures, seasonal
plants and proper lighting, to
ensure people feel comfortable
coming to these areas,” said
the official. During the coming
winter, when footfall anyway
increases in such spaces, these
workshops can draw many
participants, headded.

NSD, through its Theatre
in Education Co., runs multi-
ple educational programmes
for young people to learn abo-
utartistic expression and sto-
rytelling.“The collaboration
willbringthe theatrical peda-

:gogy and experience to the -

masses. We will get technical

- support in implementing the

programmeé  from- Primus
Partners, amanagement con-

- sultingfirm,” said DDA. .
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