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Maa Yamuna Prathima
Unveiled On Floodplain

The 10ft-High Statue Stands On 7ft Pedestal

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Following extensive restoration
work along the Yamuna floodplain, lieute-
nant governor V K Saxena on Monday
unveiled Maa Yamuna Prathima, a 10-foot-
high statue standing on a 7-foot pedestal, at
Nigambodh Ghat.

Crafted from a composite of granite and
graphite powders bound with resin, the sta-
tue weighs 150 kg. The site is accessible thro-
ugh the DDA parkinglotand connected to Va-
sudev Ghat through a dedicated cycle track
and pedestrian walkway. It has several
kiosks for visitors as well.

“The installation marks a significant mi-
lestone in the ongoing rejuvenation of the Ya-
muna floodplains, being undertaken compre-
hensively and meticulously by DDA under
LG’s supervision and guidance. The idol offers
visitors a space that strengthens the bond bet-
ween nature, divinity and the community,”
DDA said, adding that LG had selected the site
for the idol’s installation during one of the ma-
ny visits to the Yamuna floodplains.

“The Yamuna is more than a river; itisa
partof ourlivingheritage thathasshaped our
culture and beliefs. This idol honours that ve-
ry sacred connection between humans and
nature, and reminds us to protect the river’s

sanctity for future generations,” said Saxena.

The site was earlier heavily encroached
upon and filled with garbage. A sustained dri-
ve to remove squatters was undertaken and
the place was cleaned comprehensively. DDA
alsocarried out detailed landscaping of thesi-
te to improve aesthetics.

The idol faces the direction of the origin
of the Yamuna, flowing a few steps away, and

Piyal Bhattacharjee
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The statue has been installed at Nigambod Gha

was crafted by skilled artisans in Delhi over
three months. The surrounding area has be-
en landscaped with riverine grasses, seaso-
nal flowers and native plant species, such as
Kadamba, Ashoka, Pennisetum, palash and
canna, preserving the natural character of
the floodplain while creating a vibrant and
tranquil environment. Ample parking has
been provided, and two kKiosks will be set up
to offer refreshments to visitors.

Last year, DDA organised the first ever
Dilli Deepotsav 2024 at Vasudev Ghat, which
saw widespread participation, with over 3.5
lakh earthen lamps illuminating the river-
bank alongside a grand Yamuna aarti, apart
from drone and laser shows. -

LG has also been supervising projects for
the creation of biodiversity zones like Asita,
Baanseraand Amrit Biodiversity Park, spread

over more than1,000acres of land.
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SAXENA UNVEILS
‘MAA YAMUNA'
STATUE ON
YAMUNA BANKS

Sanjeev K Jha

htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Lieutenant gover-
nor (LG)VK Saxena on Monday
unveiled the “Maa Yamuna
Pratima” (Yamuna idol) at the
Delhi Development Authority
(DDA) parking area near
Nigambodh Ghat in north
Delhi’s Kashmere Gate.

Standing 10 feet high atop a
7-foot pedestal, the statue por-
trays the idol seated on a tor-
toise, holding a water pot. Fac-
ing the Yamuna river, the idol
weighs 150kg and was built in
three months with a composite
of granite and graphite pow-
ders bound with resin.

The installation is part of the
Yamuna floodplains rejuvena-
tion plan by the DDA. Saxena
said, "Yamuna is more than a
river. It is part of our living her-
| itage that has shaped our cul-

ture and beliefs.”
He stressed the idol's role in
| bringing people closer to the
river, making them stakehold-
ers in its revival, and reaf-
firmed that conservation of the
Yamuna and its floodplains
remained a priority for both
the Centre and Delhi govern-
ment, in line with Prime Minis-
| ter Narendra Modi’s vision.
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