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BIP opposes
plan for tasting
sessions at
mega vends

New Delhi: With the new Del-
Il Excise Palicy propasing to
allow mega vends 1o organisse
liquor tasting sessions, BJP
an Wednesday =ald the AAP
government should take n-
puts freen MCD, DDA and Del-
hi Palice before implemen:
tingthe policy:

Teader of the Oppasition
Ramvir Singh Bidhur said the
mave aould be legally wrong
&rd such an arrangement co-
wid only be dooy2 n hotels and
bars and notal Bguorstores

“Delhi povernment 18 ma-
XKing a mistake by proposing
10 apen huge liguor shops
5000 sguare feet of space.
First, there ane no commerct-
al areas where such huge spé-
ocisavailahle Sech spacecan
anly ke found in shopplng
malls and t: istinge facilities
will armract large gatherings
of lauor drinkers at every
shop The places will beoome
liquor dens. In the name of a
tasting taciliry, bars will come
up," said Bidkart

Bidivwrd saxd before farmuo.
Lating Uee Bquor policy, the go-
vermmenl atust tals to the mo-
nivipal twwn plamer, DDA
commissianer (plaming), and
Uelhi Polioe  cetmnlssionet,
apartfrom irsawn lepaldepart-
menton wheresuch megaligu-
or stores eould be apened and
whal factlities oouli be provi
did. “IF e Kejriwal gavern-
mart dues not change the plan,
BJF will protest mare stnong-
15" ackded the Dadarpur MLA.

A Delhi governinentalficial
it Japal aspects nad alresdy
beson Laken Dro consideration

“Urder the m r plan, Ji-
quorshapscannot e npened in
nfirmisg and residentt-

I wreas TI'.:H why only 829
st ef Heoutiets have beenapse
ned, [twas radter we protes
ted thart Tiquet shaps opened in
nan-conforming ancs Wene so-
alod,"Ddhueri szld. i
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Short Of Space, DDA Seeks

JELHY DE VELOPMENT AUTHORI

--DATED

Leeway On Planting Trees

Asks Govt To Bring Down Compulsory Afforestation Ratio To 1:2
MAKING UP FQR LOST GREEN COVER .........

Sidhartha. Roy
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: As fnding
vatant Land [or compensato-
ry afforestation for different
projects has beoome ncrey-
singly difficult, Delhi Deve-
lapment  Authority (DDA
has requested Delhi guvern
ment to relax the noecm
of planting 10 saplings for
each tree being cut to twi un
der Delhi Preservatian of
T'rees Act, 1544,

According to India State
of Fovests Report 2021, Del-
ni's green cover wentup from
219% 2019 to Z3% in 202
and s overall green oaver,
including forest and tree on-
ver, went up from 324 4 squa-
re K in 201910 312 sq km in
2021 According to offliclals,
L increase Uy Leee covel bas
lurely been due o e man-
date of planting 10 saplings
furestch tree felled forany de-
velopment project.

Providing space fur oo
pensatary afforestation is e
coming increasingly diff.
cuit for DDA due to an acure
slwortage of land. Last
worith, italso wrote o Unton
minsry of  envirenment
and foresls (MoOEF) e alow It
ta warcy vul plantaticn in ne
ighbauring states Tt wrose
Lhatunlike mast uther states,
Delid was (argely an wrbin
area with lceleland available
[or planiation purposas,

The aullorlly Las now

9.6 metres | Per capita

farest cover in pelhi, highes: |

| among major Indian cites
= Approx area DDA
provided for compensatory
afforestation

202 RN 130 hectares |
2020 SRR 120 hectares §

DELNH

2199 | Delhi's green cover
n2019, 129 sqkm

25% | In 2021, 147 sgkm

324 sghom | Overall green
cover (forest oover and tree
awer) in 2019

342 sqlom | Owerall green
owerin 2021

"heearding 2 Ihelecia Sl of
foris) Bport

GREEN COVER®

» DD has requestec Delhl
Gt 10 relan noems uncer
Delhi Preservation of Traes
Act, 1584, 1o reduce ratia of
compensatory afforestation
{ram a ratio of 1:10t0 12

» DDA had last moath written
10 the ministry of environment
and forest to allow itto carry
out plartation in neighbouring
states due to paucity of land

| n Delhi

wrilten to the Delny chied
sacrelary 1o revisa the cur-
vent guldelines for compen-
salory aflorestation lom a
ratiouf 104 12, DDA Jis re
guested that it may mat be
passible far it taallat Land for
compensatory affaressation,
which would adverzely im-
pact many upeoming infrast-
ruclre projects

"As sl recrestional 20
aes xleotified umnder Master
Plan of Delhi for greenery ars
saturated  with  plantatan,
DDA Isnow finding icextreme-
Iy diffewlrs to make the space
avalable for compensatory

plantaticn,” said Hajeey Ku-
mar Tiwart, DDAS principal
commizslones (horticwture)

Tiwari addad, ““The plan-
tation sucosss cate in Delhi
s bewnrvery poadand athing
party suditdone ty Fuooest Re
search Institute, Dehrudun
hasrevealedasurvival rateof
@Y. Now the green caver
af Delhi is 23%, makirg itche
presnest metropalitan city in
Ulve coumtrs [ viemw of the in-
creased prea oover, scarcily
el avallaole space ad excal
lent survival  percentage,
DDA has reguesstid thest the
present norm af 10 planta-

ton be paduced o 127

To tide over the challenge
of Minding land for planting
suplings DDA had requested
MuEF last mansh to relax so-
me pravisions of Farest Con-
sl!r'.‘atinn Act, 1560 =0 that
Delhi conld carrv out nlanta-
tion in neighbouvring Harys-
na or Uttar Pradesl, where
fineing lawd fur Lils purpose
wouldd be comparalively easy

DDA bad alsawritten that
U Lad net made any Zresh
lamd seguisition in the past
couple of decades in the city,
making it difficult toslecste
Jand for plantation.
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| Land short, alter compensatory
plantatlon norms: DDA to state

Risha Chitlangla

tistachtmngia@hilitve com

NEW DELHI: The Delhi Develop-
ment Authority (DDA) has
again requested the Delhi gov-
emment Lo revise its compensa-
tory plantation norms—|{ sap-
lings have to be planted for
every tree that is cut—under the
Delhi Preservation of Troes Act.
1984, a5 It 15 struggling 1o pro-
vide stakeholders with land for
plantation In the Caplal

In Seprember 2020, DDA bad
sent A similar request to the
. Delhi government, dut to no
avail

In a letter darod May 10, 2022,
DDA wice.chalrman Mantsh
Kumar Gupta requested Delhi
gavernment’s chief secretary
Naresh Kumar ta leok inta the
matter and revase the guidelines
for the number of tress ta he
planted under the compensa-
Lory plantation scheme from 10
saplings 1o two lor every Lree
it is cul

“It is 1o submit that moest of
the recreationsl green areas

P L LR L R L L L L

A plantation drive at Garhi
Mandu village I east Delhd,

Identified under Master Flan
and dense groen arcas (are) sat-
urated with plantations, and
there 15 ne area availahle far
Further compensatory planta-
tom. Furthermore, over the past
couple of decades there has
been noe fresh acquisitiun by
DDA and it las beoome very dif-
ficult w meel the reguirement
received [rom various agencies
for the allocation of kand for the

purpese of compensatery plan
tation,” Gupca wrote,

“Itis unce again requested to
fondly consider reviging U our-
rent guidelines fur compensa-
tory plantation from 110 1w 12
as It may not be now pussihle
for DDA to allor land, which
may adversely affect upeaming
infrastcucture projects in
Delhi” Gupta acded.

A spokespersen for the Delhi
government did not respend to
calls or messagess secking com-
ent.

DDA officials said they are
also struggling to provide land
for compensatory afforestadon.

[n March. the land-owning
agency wrate to the Unlon eonvd-
renment minlsry secking per-
MBEON 10 CATTY 0 COMPeNSs:
twory afforestation in neighbour-
mg states Tt had already written
wo the minisery regarding the
wssue Last year,

“We have requested the min
ustry to relax the implementa-
tive of the pravisions af the Far-
est Conservation Act, 1980, sp
that Delli can be allawed to

carmy aus compensatory affores-
tatlon in other states. We are
finding it diffscult te meet the
requirement for compensitory
afforestatton and plantation
both,” sald & DDA official,
requesting anonymigy

A senior DDA official said the
agency has also sought peTmis-
sion fur compensatory affores-
tation ua degraded land (forest
areas that have lost Lee cover
and function) in ather states in
licw of trees felled for cencral
gavernmens/pieblic  sector
underaking projects.

Padmavart Dwavedi, a ree
activist, said, “The challenge of
land for cempensatary planti-
ton needs brainstorming from
all stakcholders. Tt is a serious
bottleneck, There are multiple
issues that nood to be addressad
before making any hasty
changes 1o the Act. All the lané
AWNINE AgeNcics must make
areas that used to have trees but
are naw encroachod upon avaik
able for planting. It needs a Jot
aof collaborative efforts for the
city's future.”
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| SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHE

| The BJP on Wednesday fol- |
" icirated its leswber Tajmder

- Pal Suygh Bagea at the parly -

headaquartersin the Capital,

| M dramade arvest last ¢

woek Jed to 3 nasshe bet-
ween palics larces of three
Stales — Pupjab, Haryana -

. and Delhi.

Welcoming MI.  Bagsd, :

| natiorsal seccetary of the
. Bharativa Janata Yuva Mor- ©

cha (BIYM), the BIP'S youth  :
wing, Delhi Bj) presilent ©
Adesh Cupta seught 1o a53- -

 ert that the pxarty's workers A;
. were “nefther scared of go-

ing to ja aor coalkl be
threatenes!™,
In a related develop- -

: ment, Leader of the Oppost

tion in the xlhi Assembly
Ramvir  Singh  Bidhuri

aought toadvige e ity go- :
wnmentin relatioo tonent
year's exeise poliy; fRiling -

which the BIP weld Mo

peee It more soongly”. “Be- ¢
fore formulating & Hoguor
puticy, they should talk to

- the Town Planper of the

Munlefpal  Corporation,
Commissioner (Flanndng of

- DD, and Delhi Police Com- -
. Misioner so thar they are

- aware al'where lguorshops

can be opened.” he said.



