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LG VK Saxena, who inaugurated the festival, said
acompetition of flower shows will soon beo i
between NDMC, MCD and DDA to create innovative
ideas in thefield of beautjfication of thecity.

Whilegivingtheoutlineof theflower show, NDMC
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Delhi WTC to soon be 'read

SOIII'HE Chatt,

lettersg@ mndusranum; com

NEW DELHI: Over the last few
weeks, metallic sheets that
?{ie}dallq 8 massive construction
e at Nauroji N in south
De&dfordua:mﬂ;gczrywshaw
o e
afirst glimpse of
the national capital's first World
Trade Centre (WTC) — the spar-
King glass fagade of 12 newly
built10-storey towers.

The site, which is spread
across 25 acres of land, have
replaced 600-0dd residential
quarters that housed govern-
mentemployees for close to five
decades — one of seven general
pool residential accommodation
{GPRA) colonies in the city,
along with Sarojini Nagar, Nau-
roji Nagar, Kasturba Nagar, Net-
aji ]N;agar Sn:dﬂv_lglspm. Moham-
madpur, and Thyagraj N
which has been - ol

The project, licenced by New
York's World Trade Centre Asso-
ciation (WTCA), has 3.4 million
sq ft in commercial area, and
selling space here raises much of
the funds required for redevel-
oping the seven GPRA colonies.

The cost for 32,835 crore for
the seven GPRA. while the WTC

“As of now, four of the 12 build-
ings are ready to be occupied.
Two Central departments have
already started functioning from
the complex.” an official from
NBCC—a public sector undertak-
ing under the Union of
housing and m?anaﬂus-—said
on condition of anonymity.

Senior NBCC officials said the
target is to complete the con-
struction of the WTC and the
sale of commercial space by the
end of the current financial year,
with 80% of the space a]rmﬂy
sold, with some of the successful
bidders including HDFC, GAIL,
Petronet LNG, and Oil India.

“WTC's accreditation has
raised its marketability, and
hence, we are confident of fin-
ishing the entire sale by the end
of the month,” the official quoted
above said, adding that the prox-
imity of the airport, Hazrat
Nizamuddin railway station,
Central Secretariat, Bhikaji
Cama Place, and the Delhi Metro
make it an attractive destination.

What the new WTC
means for Delhi-NCR -

‘WTCA currently has member,

propertlg in more than 90

+~ backup;

Delhi's World Trade CmngﬂMhn&eoﬁmdpﬁwuwmmhmandm&mm

countries. Mumbai was the first
Indian city to have a WTC, and
currently, more than 30 Indian
cities have such properties,

including two cities in the'

National Capital Region —Noida
and Gurugram.

The foundation stone was laid
in May 2018 after WTCA granted
NBCC the licence in September
2017.

This space will primarily
office private corporations, gov-

retail and food and beverage
plaza with terrace gardens, and
will have a three-layer under-
ground parking structure with
capacity for 8,000 cars.

In addition, a four-story
school building will be given to
the civic body as part of social
infrastructure.

Offering a large floor area for
offices in the heart of south Delhi
makes WTC a “notable develop-
ment”, said realty experts,
because in the last decade, not-
ing that many private companies
seeking such office spaces have
chosen Gurugram and Noida
over the national capital. “The

location with frontage
on Ring Road, with power
designprinciples,

lncﬁv

option worth considering for
businesses in search of accessi-
ble office spaces,” said G Hari
Babu, naticnal president of the
National Real Estate Develop-
ment Council (NAREDCO).

“Vibhor Jain, managing
director at Cushman and Wake-
field, said, “Delhi has always
been a supply crunch market
from a commercial office availa-
bility point of view, and this is
after a long time that a large
floor office ls available due to
this

He said that the location alone
cannot guarantee the project's
success, but a WTC with the
right mix of amenities is a good
destination in itself. Referring to
the existing Ansal Plaza and
Bhikaji Cama complex near the
project, he said those properties
do not have the qualities to
attract top-tier clients and lack
the required modern amenities
like power backup, centralised
parking apd civic upkeep,

How the project will
affect trafficon Ring
Road

WTC is located right on Ring
Road, which serves as a major

transportation artery connecting
various traffic hotspots such as

DND=Ashram, Lajpat’ Nagar;
cof. . South Emnsinn. Moti Bagh,
- Dhaula Ku&n.

ajour] Garden,

i g e

and Punjabi Bagh, and is located
close to two of the Capital'slarg-
est medical facilities —Safdar-

concerns, including apprehen-
sions about the traffic situation
in the area. The stay was finally
lifted in February 2020, after the
court was satisfied with no-ob-
jection certificates from the con-
cerned departments and the
compensatory afforestation
promised by the government

However, experts feel that an
increase in traffic volume on
Ring Road is unavoidable, given
the project’s magnitude.

“There might be a need to
increase (traffic) capacity for
making U-turns below the Bhik-
aji Cama flyover,” Sewa Ram,
head of the transport and plan-
ning department at School of

and Architecture.

Ashok Bhattacharjee, a
former director of planning at
Delhi's apex traffic and transport
body UTTIPEC, said the authori-
ties should ensure there is
enough accesstothe
WTC campus, and explore how
the access to public transport
such as the Metro and buses can
be made easler for officegoers.

In addition, MoHUA and sub-

NEW DELHI
MARCH 11, 233',}'

eady for business

B e
opment Au to
build a 14-km elevated corridor o
ﬁomMmhethmM
Marg to the Mahipalpur under-
pass, which will serve as an
alternative route from and to the
airport. Sewa Ram said that this
should address some of the traf-
ficconcerns.

Green and safety

features

The WTC project has an inte-
ted building

managemen
sysiem with 100% predictlw
maintenance of all electrical and
mechanical systems. Facility
operators can oversee and con-
trol all services on one screen.
Access to the site and buildings
will be restricted via radio-fre-
quency-controlled smart tags for
occupants, which will be used
fulépummmm

Light poles on the campus
will also double as WiFi hotspots
and public address systems in
times of potential distress. The
entire campus will have modemn
fire detection and response sys-
tems. In case of fire, lighting and
signage for emergency exits will
be automatically turn on, and
10% of the windows will open
automatically for smoke extrac-
tion. There will be smoke extrac-
tion facilities in lifts and lobbles.

Solar panels on rooftops will
generate 800 kilowatts of power,
and lights in afl areas will be sen-
sor-activated to modify energy
usage and increase intensity
based on requirements. Follow-
ing the GRIHA-3 energy effi-
auwmung,ﬂ:ebuildh:gswiu
have a combination of double
cavity walls and double-insu-

Officials said the building will
follow a zero-waste model for

tral waste collection system,
in-house compactor facilities,
and anti-odour treatment. To
capture rainwater, the site has
26 pits, each having a capacity of
66,000 litres.

However, some concerns
remain.
mm in
the project means that there is
no space to plant trees, and the
natural water table of the area in
a water-stressed city is dis-
turbed,” said Vallari Sheel, an
environmentalist based in Delhi,
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Vasudev Ghat to be ready
for Varanasi-like aarti soon

Vibha Sharma®timesgroup.com

New Delhi: As the beautifica-
tion and restoration at Vasu-
dev Ghat nears completion,
Delhi Development Authority
(DDA) has finalised a plan for
organising a regular Yamuna
Aartiherelikethe Ganga Aar-

tiin Varanasi.
wmmm
day when silt removal was in
progress at the ghat, which is
.spread over 16 hectares. The pi-
1ot is part of DDA's initiative for
rejuvenating 66 hectares of
ghatsfrom Wazirabadtothe Old
Railway Bridge on the western
bank. Lieutenant governor VK
Saxena is likely to inaugurate
Vasudev Ghat on Tuesday.

“The horticulture, walk-
way and restoration work are
almost complete. The stress is
more on clearing silt so that
the river water can reach the

steps constructed at the bank
and aarti can be performed
here regularly We have alrea-
dy signed an MoU with an or-
ganisation that would be per-
forming the aarti every eve-
ning,” an officialsaid.

The ghat, covering the exis-
ting Yamuna Ghat to Nigam
Bodh Ghat, is unique among
ongoingprojectsfor restoration
and rejuvenation of floodplains
of river Yamuna, officials said.

“Besides developing green
1awns with a provision for a 3-
km cyeling tracks and walking
area, the place has beengivena
historic look with interesting
artwork. Landscaping of the

has been done in the
Charbagh style with baradaris
and chhatris derived from the
vocabulary of the historic gar-
den of the adjacent Qudsia
Bagh,” the official said.

“s 250-kg metal bell, sour-
ced from famous craftsmen in
Jalesar, Rajasthan, is i
near the entrance. Huge elep-
hant structures made of pink
Kota stone are another attrac-
tion,” the official added. Atthe
revamped central verge of
Ring Road facing this ghat, si-

Photos: Piyal Bhattacharee

Sees 7 B AN
existing Yamuna Ghat to Nigam Bodh Ghat

1,700 additional riverine native
and naturalised species have
been planted along the flood-
plainto developa bountiful na-
tural spaceat Vasudev Ghat.

Thenew ghathas stairs go-
ing down towards the river
wherepeoplewillbeabletosit
and enjoy a view of the Yamu-
na. While these steps have be-
en constructed, their plaster
work was pending on Friday.
At thesite, labourers were bu-
sy in levelling work nexttothe
walkingareaas well.

The riverfront of the ghat
will be around 150 metres

long, officials said. Theautho- *

rity also proposes to make a8
changing area at the ghat in
the future that people can use
after bathing.

InJan, theLGvisitedthepla-
cetoattendareligiouseventand
chack thestatusof workshere.

Work on Vasudev Ghat
started last year, officials sa-
id. Tt was severely impacted
due to the flooding Yamuna in
Aug last year Officials said
that around one-and-a-half-fo-
ot layer of silt was collected
from in and around the bara-
daris and other structures de-
veloped attheghat.

“It took some time to clean
theareaandrestart thedevelop-
ment work, which pushed the
deadlines back. Assoonas work
is complete here, focus will be
on restoration and develop-
ment of Sur Ghat near Wazira-
bad, inphase2,” anofficialsaid.

The development of Vasu-
dev Ghat isa part of the10 pro-
jects for restoration of the Ya-
‘muna floodplain on either side
of the river. DDA has already

placeslike Baansera
and Asitaalongtheriver. &
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Dilli Gramodaya Abhiyan

Inauguration of
PNG facility in 41 villages of Delhi & A—————
various development works in unturned to fulfllthe aspirations of

citizens in Delhi.

— Narendra Modi

178 villages with an outiay of Rs. 383 Crore. arondra
N

« With 24x7 availability, PNG is safe, affordable & eco- frlendly Various development works are proposed
to enrich the lives of villagers * Better roads, Development & maintenance of ponds/ water bodies
« Sewage Treatment Plants  Drinking water facilities * Drainage works & provision of Rainwater harvesting
system » Parks, playgrounds & community facilities ¢ Village libraries, Street lights, CCTV Cameras
« Charagah for fodder * Afforestation alongside roads/ public spaces, etc.
\_ « Rs. 383 crores sanctioned in just 3 months for urbanized villages.

B Chief Guest o

Shri Amit Shah

Hon'ble Union Minister of Home Affairs
& Cooperation

{_ "
i
;
‘ L d
&% Guest of Honour 80 LEM 1

Shri Vinai Kumar Saxena
Hon'ble Lt. Governor, Delhi

. s
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